The Third Indochina War: The Untold Story of
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™

J_JL B3 _1_.-,_,' S o i | /T 3
The Untold Story of #

the Royal Rustralian Navy
|

in Southeast Asia
from 1948 to 1971

ﬂ“r DM rmnng\‘v/

lan Pfennigwerth

The Forgotten Battlefields

While the Second Indochina War, commonly known as the Viethnam War, has

cemented itself in the annals of history, its lesser-known successor, the Third
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Indochina War, remains largely untold. Spanning from 1979 to 1991, this conflict
had far-reaching consequences for the countries of Southeast Asia and beyond.
In this article, we will delve into the details of this war, examining its causes,

major actors, and its lasting impact.

The Seeds of Conflict

Following the end of the Vietham War, Southeast Asia found itself plagued by
political instability and power struggles. Tensions between Vietnam and
Cambodia, coupled with the influence of the Soviet Union and China, gradually
escalated into a full-fledged conflict. The Third Indochina War was born out of

these complicated geopolitical dynamics.
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One of the key players in the Third Indochina War was the Vietnamese People's

The Major Players

Army, a force that had gained its reputation during the Vietnam War. Additionally,

the Khmer Rouge, a radical communist group ruling Cambodia at the time, played
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a significant role in the escalating tensions. Other regional and global powers also

had varying levels of involvement, such as China, Thailand, and the Soviet Union.

The Battlefronts Unveiled

Unlike the Vietham War, the Third Indochina War spread across multiple
countries, with fierce battles fought on various fronts. From the mountainous
terrains of northern Vietham to the dense jungles of Cambodia, and from the
border regions of China to the plains of Thailand, each battlefield had its unique

challenges and strategic importance.

The Toll of Human Suffering

As with any conflict, the Third Indochina War brought immense suffering to the
people caught in its crossfire. Civilians became the unintended victims of
bombings, massacres, and forced relocations. The war also left a lasting impact
on the natural environment, decimating ecosystems and endangering animal

species.

The Legacy and Lasting Impact

The Third Indochina War, while often overshadowed by its predecessor, had a
profound impact on the countries involved. It shaped the political landscape of
Southeast Asia, influenced the global balance of power, and left scars that are still
felt to this day. Understanding the complexities of this conflict is crucial to

comprehending the region's history and its path to recovery.

Remembering the Forgotten

As we look back on the Third Indochina War, it is essential not to overlook the
sacrifices made by countless individuals, soldiers, and civilians alike. Their stories
deserve to be remembered and acknowledged, as they played a significant role

in shaping the world we live in today.



The Third Indochina War Revisited: Lessons for the Future

The Third Indochina War was a chapter in history that forever altered the course
of Southeast Asia. Its legacy serves as a reminder of the devastating

consequences of war and the importance of diplomacy and peaceful resolution.
By learning from the mistakes and triumphs of the past, we can strive towards a

more unified and peaceful future.

The Third Indochina War may have faded from public memory in many parts of
the world, but its impact remains all too real. By exploring the causes, major
players, battlefronts, toll of suffering, and lasting legacy, we can gain a deeper
understanding of this conflict. It is through this understanding that we can honor
the sacrifices made and strive for a world where such devastating wars are a

thing of the past.
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This new collection explores the origins and key issues of the Third Indochina
War, which began in 1979.
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Drawing on unique documentation from all sides, leading contributors reinterpret
and demystify the long-term and immediate causes of the Viethnamese-
Cambodian and Sino-Vietnamese conflicts. They closely examine how both the
links between policies and policy assumptions in the countries involved, and the
dynamics - national, regional and international - drove them towards war. Rather
than explaining the conflicts as determined by age-old resentments and
suspicions or seeing war between the former allies as the necessary outcome of
the conflicts of the 1970s, the contributors to this volume look at the concrete

causes for the breakdown in cooperation and the road to war.

This volume includes even-handed assessments of the roles of the major players,
including a look at the beginnings of Thai-Chinese military cooperation in support
of the Khmer Rouge. The subjects covered remain highly relevant to inter-state
relations in South East Asia, where border issues are still a cause of tension. An
updated chronology of events leading to the outbreak of hostilities is also

included.

This book will be of immense interest to all students of the Third Indochina War,

Southeast Asian history and of international relations and war studies in general.
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