
The Three Little Tamales: A Mouthwatering
Tale of Courage and Resilience
If there's one thing that brings people together, it's food. Food has the power to
ignite our senses, evoke memories, and create lasting bonds. And when it comes
to the world of children's literature, food can also serve as a central theme that
teaches valuable life lessons. Eric Kimmel, a renowned author of children's
books, takes us on a culinary adventure with "The Three Little Tamales," a
heartwarming story about three courageous tamales who show us the importance
of resilience and staying true to oneself.

The Alluring World of Tamales:

Tamales, a traditional Mexican dish made of masa (a corn-based dough) and
filled with various savory or sweet fillings, have been a staple in Mexican cuisine
for centuries. With their tantalizing aroma and flavorful taste, tamales have gained
popularity worldwide. The Three Little Tamales, written by Eric Kimmel and
illustrated by Valerie Greeley, introduces readers to these scrumptious delights in
the most imaginative way.

The story revolves around three tamales, Pedro, Pablo, and Pepita, who are
determined to make it in the world. Each tamale has a distinct personality, and
together they embark on a journey, facing adversaries in the form of a hungry,
mischievous gringo coyote. The coyote's ravenous appetite adds an element of
suspense and danger to the story, making it an engaging read for children of all
ages.
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Themes of Courage and Resilience:

"The Three Little Tamales" beautifully captures the essence of bravery and
resilience. Despite being small and fragile, the tamales refuse to be intimidated
by the coyote. They stick together and demonstrate unwavering courage as they
outsmart the coyote and ultimately triumph over adversity.

Through the tamales' determination and refusal to give up, Eric Kimmel imparts
valuable life lessons to young readers. The story teaches children that even when
faced with seemingly insurmountable obstacles, as long as one stays true to
oneself and remains committed, success is always within reach.

Moreover, the story encourages children to embrace their unique talents and
personalities. Each tamale in the story has distinct qualities that contribute to their
eventual victory, highlighting the significance of individuality and appreciating
diversity.

Illustrations That Bring the Tale to Life:

Valerie Greeley's vibrant illustrations play a crucial role in bringing "The Three
Little Tamales" to life. Through her artwork, Greeley creates an enchanting visual
experience that complements the story's rich narrative. The expressive faces of
the tamales, the sly grin of the coyote, and the vivid landscapes make for
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captivating visuals that captivate readers and immerse them in the world of the
story.

Greeley's skillful use of colors also mirrors the emotions conveyed throughout the
story. As the tamales face challenges and stand up against their adversary, the
illustrations become more vibrant, conveying a sense of determination and
resilience that resonates with young readers.

Why "The Three Little Tamales" is an Essential Addition to Every
Child's Library:

Eric Kimmel's "The Three Little Tamales" is a delightful tale that combines
elements of Mexican culture, adventure, and inspiration. The story's universal
themes of courage, resilience, and embracing one's individuality make it a
valuable addition to any child's library.

Furthermore, the book offers an opportunity for parents and educators to
introduce young readers to different cultures and cuisines. By exploring the world
of tamales through this engaging narrative, children not only strengthen their
reading skills but also develop an appreciation for diverse traditions and foods.

Whether it's the mouthwatering descriptions of tamales, the spine-tingling
suspense of the coyote's pursuit, or the heartwarming message of courage and
resilience, "The Three Little Tamales" is a book that will leave a lasting impression
on readers of all ages. It serves as a reminder that, like these brave tamales, we
all have the strength within us to overcome challenges and achieve our goals.

:

Eric Kimmel's "The Three Little Tamales" invites readers of all ages to embark on
a thrilling journey filled with flavors, friendship, and valuable life lessons. Through
the compelling narrative and stunning illustrations, Kimmel and Greeley create a



world that captivates young readers' imaginations and leaves a lasting impression
on their hearts.

So, grab a copy of "The Three Little Tamales" and prepare to be transported into
an enchanting world where courage and resilience reign supreme. Don't miss out
on this delightful tale that celebrates the power of staying true to oneself while
savoring the deliciousness of tamales!
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“While three little tamales cool off on a windowsill, a tortilla rolls by. “You’ll be
eaten. You’d better run!” he tells them. And so the tamales jump out the window.
The first runs to the prairie and builds a house of sagebrush. The second runs to
a cornfield and builds a house of cornstalks. The third runs to the desert and
builds a house of cactus. Then who should come along but Señor Lobo, the Big
Bad Wolf, who plans to blow their houses down. Valeria Docampo’s oil-and-pencil
illustrations add zest and humor to this rollicking southwestern version of a
popular tale.
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