
The Twenty Year Revolution From Roosevelt
To Eisenhower: A Journey of Transformation
From the Great Depression to World War II and the post-war economic boom, the
period from Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency to Dwight D. Eisenhower's
marked a transformative era in American history. It was a time of immense
change, progress, and challenges. The choices made by these two remarkable
leaders shaped the nation and set it on a path towards modernization, prosperity,
and global influence.

Roosevelt's Bold Vision: Lifting the Nation from Despair

When Franklin D. Roosevelt assumed office in 1933, the United States was
grappling with the devastating effects of the Great Depression. The economy was
in shambles, unemployment was at an all-time high, and hope seemed to be
diminishing. However, Roosevelt's New Deal policies, which focused on
government intervention and social welfare programs, breathed new life into the
nation.

Roosevelt embarked on an ambitious mission to stimulate economic growth and
improve the lives of ordinary Americans. Through programs such as the Civilian
Conservation Corps, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Social Security Act,
he provided jobs, infrastructure, and a safety net for those in need. This marked a
significant departure from the laissez-faire policies of the previous era.
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Furthermore, Roosevelt's leadership during World War II solidified the nation's
resolve and laid the foundation for the post-war era. His efforts to unite the
country and mobilize its resources for war resulted in a transformed America,
both in terms of its global standing and its domestic policies.

Eisenhower's Pragmatic Approach: Consolidating and Expanding

As World War II came to an end, the United States faced the challenge of
transitioning from a wartime economy to a peacetime society. It was during this
crucial period that Dwight D. Eisenhower became the 34th President of the
United States.

Eisenhower's pragmatic approach focused on consolidating the gains made
during Roosevelt's presidency and expanding America's influence on the world
stage. He prioritized infrastructure development, facilitating the construction of the
Interstate Highway System, which revolutionized transportation and fueled
economic growth.

Eisenhower also recognized the importance of scientific progress and innovation.
He supported the establishment of NASA and the development of the National
Defense Education Act, which aimed to improve science and mathematics
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education in the country. These initiatives played a crucial role in shaping the
future of American technological advancement and space exploration.

Additionally, Eisenhower's emphasis on diplomacy and negotiations led to the
signing of several significant agreements, including the Korean Armistice
Agreement and the creation of NATO. His commitment to international
cooperation and peaceful resolutions set the stage for the United States' global
leadership role in the years to come.

The Cultural Revolution: Social Change and Civil Rights

Beyond the political and economic transformations, the twenty-year period from
Roosevelt to Eisenhower witnessed a cultural revolution as well. Society
underwent profound changes in attitudes and beliefs, challenged by movements
advocating for civil rights, women's rights, and increased social equality.

Roosevelt's New Deal addressed some of the hardships faced by marginalized
communities, such as African Americans, but it was during the post-war years
that significant strides were made in the struggle for civil rights. The Supreme
Court's landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 marked a
turning point in the fight against racial segregation in schools.

While there was still a long way to go, Eisenhower's presidency saw notable
advancements in the civil rights movement. He implemented desegregation in the
armed forces and publicly supported the Supreme Court's decision to end
segregated schools. The civil rights pioneers of this era, including Rosa Parks
and Martin Luther King Jr., played a vital role in shaping the future of equal rights
in America.

The Legacy of the Twenty Year Revolution



The transformative period from Roosevelt to Eisenhower left an indelible mark on
American society and shaped the nation's course for decades to come. The
economic policies, social changes, and diplomatic efforts implemented during this
era laid the foundation for the America we know today.

While there were certainly challenges and controversies along the way, the
overall progress and advancements made during these twenty years represented
a revolutionary time in American history. The leadership and vision of Roosevelt
and Eisenhower propelled the country forward, not only in terms of domestic
prosperity but also in establishing America as a global superpower.

Their bold initiatives in the face of adversity and their commitment to progress set
a precedent for future leaders, inspiring generations of Americans to strive for a
better future. The legacy of the twenty-year revolution serves as a reminder of the
power of leadership, perseverance, and transformative ideas.
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In The Twenty-Year Revolution from Roosevelt to Eisenhower, which was first
published in 1954, author Chesly Manly, the United Nations Correspondent of the
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Chicago Tribune, leaves practically no part of government operation untouched.
He covers the advent of the New Deal; the first year of the Eisenhower
administration, with revelations of “diplomatic relations with an implacable enemy;
subversion of national policies by collectivist legal and economic ‘experts’; willful
toleration of communist infiltration into the government; active encouragement of
such infiltration into the labor unions”, and wilful toleration of communist
infiltration into the government to active encouragement of such infiltration into
the labor unions and “reliance upon the Communists for political support”.

A gripping read.
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