
The Ultimate Guide to Fulfilling The High
Calling Of Expository Preaching: Unlocking
the Power of God's Word
Are you called to preach? Do you desire to proclaim the truth of God's Word to a
world in need of hope and transformation? If so, then expository preaching is an
essential skill that you must cultivate. Expository preaching is a method of
delivering sermons that focuses on unpacking the meaning and relevance of a
specific biblical passage. Today, we will explore the high calling of expository
preaching and how you can fulfill it in a powerful and impactful way.

The Definition and Importance of Expository Preaching

Expository preaching is grounded in the belief that the Bible is the inspired and
authoritative Word of God. It seeks to communicate the original meaning of the
biblical text while also making relevant applications to the lives of the listeners.
Unlike topical preaching, which focuses on specific themes or issues, expository
preaching delves deep into a particular passage, examining its context, historical
background, and original intent.

This approach to preaching is essential for several reasons. Firstly, it ensures that
the preacher remains faithful to the biblical text, allowing the audience to
encounter God's Word directly. Secondly, it encourages a holistic understanding
of Scripture, as the preacher is forced to grapple with the complexities and
interconnectedness of the biblical narrative. Finally, expository preaching has the
potential to bring about transformative change in the lives of the listeners, as the
power of God's Word is unleashed through faithful exposition.
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The Process of Expository Preaching

Expository preaching requires careful preparation and attention to detail. Here are
the key steps involved in the process:

Selection of the Text

The first step is to prayerfully select a biblical text to preach on. It is crucial to
choose a passage that aligns with the needs and concerns of the congregation
while also remaining faithful to the larger themes of Scripture. Seek guidance
from the Holy Spirit and consider the spiritual climate of your community.

Study and Research

Once you have chosen the text, deep dive into its meaning and context. Study
the historical background, the original languages, and the cultural nuances that
may enhance your understanding of the passage. Consult commentaries,
theological resources, and trusted biblical scholars to expand your knowledge.
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During your research, it is important to make note of long descriptive keywords
that can be used as alt attributes for the images in your sermon materials. These
keywords will help search engines index your content effectively, making it more
accessible to a wider audience.

Exegesis and Interpretation

Exegesis is the process of systematically interpreting the biblical text. Analyze the
passage verse by verse, paying attention to the grammar, syntax, and literary
devices employed. Seek to understand the original author's intended message
and the ultimate meaning of the text for contemporary believers. The goal is to
uncover the timeless truths that the passage conveys.

Application

After gaining a solid understanding of the text, it is essential to consider its
implications for the lives of the listeners. Effective application bridges the gap
between the ancient world and the present, demonstrating how God's Word
speaks directly into the challenges and aspirations of the congregation. Provide
practical steps or principles that individuals can apply to their daily lives.

Delivery and Communication

The final step is to deliver the sermon in a way that engages and empowers the
audience. Utilize effective communication techniques such as storytelling, visual
aids, and personal anecdotes to capture their attention. Allow the Holy Spirit to
guide your words and cultivate a spirit of receptiveness among the listeners.

Tips for Excelling in Expository Preaching

Now that we have outlined the process, here are some additional tips to help you
excel in expository preaching:



Stay Faithful to the Text

While it may be tempting to add personal anecdotes or theological speculations,
always prioritize the integrity of the biblical text. Let the Word of God do the
talking, and trust that the Holy Spirit will bring about the necessary conviction and
transformation.

Connect with Your Audience

Understanding the unique needs and concerns of your congregation is crucial for
effective preaching. Take time to build relationships, listen to their stories, and
address their specific challenges. This will help you tailor your sermons to
resonate deeply with their hearts.

Continual Growth and Learning

Expository preaching requires a commitment to lifelong learning and growth.
Attend theological seminars, participate in preaching workshops, and read widely
on biblical interpretation. Surround yourself with mentors who can offer guidance
and accountability in your journey.

Cultivate a Life of Prayer

Behind every powerful sermon is a preacher who spends significant time in
prayer. Develop a deep and personal relationship with God, seeking His guidance
and anointing before each sermon. Allow the Holy Spirit to illumine the Scriptures
and ignite a fire in your soul.

Fulfilling the high calling of expository preaching is both an art and a science. It
involves diligent study, fervent prayer, and a deep-rooted commitment to faithfully
deliver the Word of God. As you embrace this calling, may you experience the
transformative power of God's Word in your own life and witness the lives of your
congregation being forever changed.
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In every generation, the church stands in dire need of God-called people to
preach the Word with precision and power. Preachers who will not replace sound
theology with culturally palatable soundbites. Preachers who will clearly and
faithfully share the gospel and inspire those in their churches to live godly lives.

Through in-depth biblical analysis and inspiring examples from church history,
Steven J. Lawson paints a picture of God's glory magnified through faithful
preaching, reclaiming the high ground of biblical preaching for the next
generation. With helpful advice and practical guidance gleaned from 50 years in
ministry, Lawson helps aspiring preachers know if they are called to preach;
understand the qualifications for ministry; and develop, improve, and deliver
strong expository sermons that illuminate the Word of God in a dark world.
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