
The Ultimate Guide to Pok Pok: Thailand's
Irresistible Drinking Food!

In the vibrant streets of Thailand, where the aroma of spices dances in the air, a
culinary tradition called Pok Pok holds a special place in the hearts and stomachs
of locals and visitors alike. Originating from bustling night markets and street food
vendors, Pok Pok captures the essence of Thai gastronomy – quick bites packed
with flavors that perfectly complement a refreshing beverage.

What is Pok Pok?

Pok Pok refers to the delectable array of small plates and snacks designed to
accompany traditional Thai drinks such as beer, whiskey, or fruit-infused
cocktails. It is an integral part of Thai social culture, encouraging friends,
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colleagues, and families to gather and share delicious food while enjoying a lively
atmosphere.
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Derived from the distinct sound of pestles rhythmically pounding ingredients in a
mortar, Pok Pok represents the fun and convivial spirit that thrives in Thailand's
bustling nightlife. The diversity of flavors, textures, and cooking techniques
incorporated into Pok Pok dishes showcases the rich tapestry of Thai cuisine.

Exploring the Flavors of Pok Pok

Thai cuisine is renowned for its vibrant intensity, characterized by a harmonious
blend of sweet, spicy, sour, and salty notes. Pok Pok follows suit, offering a
tantalizing range of flavors that leave taste buds begging for more. From crispy
fried chicken wings and tangy papaya salad to sticky rice and satay skewers,
every bite packs a punch of aromatic seasonings.

The quintessential Thai flavors found in Pok Pok dishes include lemongrass,
galangal, lime, fish sauce, chili peppers, and coconut milk. Each ingredient adds
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a unique dimension, resulting in a symphony of savory tastes that perfectly
enhance the drinking experience.

Noteworthy Pok Pok Dishes

1. Gai Yaang (Grilled Chicken)

Gai Yaang, tender chicken skewers marinated with garlic, lemongrass, and Thai
spices, are a true Thai favorite. Charred to perfection, these succulent pieces of
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heaven are served with sticky rice and a zesty dipping sauce, making them a
must-try dish when exploring Pok Pok.

2. Som Tam (Green Papaya Salad)

Som Tam, a mouthwatering combination of shredded green papaya, carrots,
tomatoes, peanuts, and chili-lime dressing, delivers a refreshing kick. The
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contrasting textures and bold flavors harmonize beautifully, offering a vibrant
salad that is sure to wow your taste buds.

3. Mu Ping (Grilled Pork Skewers)

Mu Ping, tender and juicy pork skewers marinated in a mixture of soy sauce,
garlic, and coriander roots, are a quintessential Pok Pok snack. Served on
skewers, they are perfect for sharing among friends, and the flavorful dip
alongside adds an extra burst of savory goodness.

Unravel the Secrets of Pok Pok at Pok Pok Restaurant
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For those seeking an immersive Pok Pok experience, stepping into a genuine
Thai restaurant specializing in drinking food is a must. One such establishment is
the acclaimed Pok Pok Restaurant located in Portland, Oregon, founded by
James Beard Award-winning chef Andy Ricker.

Pok Pok Restaurant brings the flavors and ambiance of Thailand right to your
table. They recreate authentic Thai dishes through traditional cooking techniques,
ensuring an unparalleled dining experience. From the famous fragrant and tangy
Da Chom's Laap Meuang to the addictive Ike's Vietnamese Fish Sauce Wings,
Pok Pok Restaurant takes you on an extraordinary gastronomic journey.

Pok Pok, the fantastic world of Thai drinking food, immerses food enthusiasts in
the vibrant flavors and mesmerizing aromas that define Thailand's rich culinary
heritage. Whether you venture to the bustling streets of Thailand or visit
acclaimed Thai restaurants, Pok Pok promises an unforgettable experience.

So grab a refreshing drink, gather your loved ones, and embark on an enticing
journey into the world of Pok Pok. Discover the vibrant flavors, immerse yourself
in Thai culture, and prepare for an adventure that will leave you craving for more!
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A cookbook featuring 50 recipes for Thai drinking food--an entire subset of Thai
cooking that is largely unknown in the United States yet boasts some of most
craveable dishes in the Thai canon, inspired by Andy Ricker's decades in
Thailand and his beloved restaurant, Whiskey Soda Lounge.

A celebration of the thrill and spirit of Thai drinking food, Andy Ricker's follow-up
to Pok Pok brings the same level of authority, with a more laid-back approach.
Just as America has salted peanuts, wings, and nachos, Thailand has its own
roster of craveable snacks: spicy, salty, and sour, they are perfect
accompaniments for a few drinks and the company of good friends. Here, Ricker
shares accessible and detailed recipes for his favorites: phat khii mao, a fiery dish
known as "Drunkard's stir-fry; kai thawt, Thai-style fried chicken; and thua thawt
samun phrai, an addictive combination of fried peanuts with makrut lime leaf,
garlic, and chiles. Featuring stories and insights from the Thai cooks who taught
Ricker along the way, this book is as fun to read as it is to cook from, and will
become a modern classic for any lover of Thai cuisine.
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