
The Untold Saga: The USS Bunker Hill and the
Kamikaze Pilot Who Crippled Her
War has an unfathomable way of molding the course of history. It has left an
indelible mark on the lives of millions, both civilians and soldiers. In the heart of
World War II, amidst the battle for the Pacific, a gripping tale unfolded on the vast
expanse of the sea - the relentless assault on the USS Bunker Hill by a fearless
kamikaze pilot.

Prelude to the Battle

The USS Bunker Hill, a majestic Essex-class aircraft carrier, was commissioned
in the midst of the war in 1943. She played a significant role in the Allied forces'
efforts to secure victory in the Pacific theater. Her powerful arsenal and
formidable crew made her a formidable force.

The kamikaze campaign, on the other hand, was the epitome of Japan's
desperate attempt to level the battlefield. Facing dwindling resources and a grim
outlook, Japanese pilots resorted to the honorable, yet devastating, tactic of
suicide attacks.
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A Deadly Encounter

April 19th, 1945, marked a pivotal moment in the history of the USS Bunker Hill.
As the ship sailed near Okinawa, a wave of kamikaze planes descended from the
sky. The ship's radar picked up the approaching danger, and the crew sprang into
action.

In a remarkable display of resilience and valor, the American fleet unleashed a
barrage of anti-aircraft fire. Bullets rained down from every corner, creatively
referred to as "rain of steel," as the iconic 5-inch guns fired relentlessly. However,
one kamikaze plane managed to break through the defensive wall and targeted
its wrath on the USS Bunker Hill.

The Kamikaze Pilot's Wrath

As the kamikaze pilot ferociously maneuvered his aircraft towards the USS
Bunker Hill, chaos engulfed the ship. Panic gripped the crew as they realized the
impending danger. The kamikaze pilot had only one goal - to cripple the aircraft
carrier, severely impacting the Allied forces' operational capabilities.

The deafening sound of explosions resonated throughout the ship as the
kamikaze plane struck the flight deck. A massive fireball engulfed the vicinity,
claiming the lives of numerous crew members instantaneously. The devastating
attack left the USS Bunker Hill in a critical state, with smoke billowing from the
ship.

A Battle for Survival
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The crew on deck desperately fought the raging inferno, battling smoke, flames,
and debris. Their unwavering determination and courage stood as a testament to
the fortitude of those in the face of adversity.

With their comrades fighting against time to save the ship, the remaining crew
members sprang into action. They rescued injured comrades, heroically jumped
into the dangerous waters to reach lifeboats, and worked relentlessly to bring the
flames under control.

The Aftermath

The kamikaze pilot had succeeded in inflicting significant damage to the USS
Bunker Hill, impairing her combat capability. The devastating attack claimed the
lives of 346 sailors and airmen, with hundreds more suffering injuries.

The story of the USS Bunker Hill's encounter with the kamikaze pilot spread
throughout the Allied forces, fueling a renewed sense of determination to
overcome the ruthless tactics employed by the enemy.

A Symbol of Valor and Resilience

The USS Bunker Hill stands as a symbol of the bravery and sacrifice
demonstrated by countless servicemen during World War II. Despite the crippling
blow she endured, the carrier was eventually repaired and returned to action,
serving valiantly until the end of the war in 1945.

The story of the kamikaze pilot who targeted the USS Bunker Hill is a stark
reminder of the horrors of war and the relentless battle for victory. It serves as a
testament to the courage and resilience displayed by both sides, shaping the
outcome of a pivotal moment in history.



The encounter between the USS Bunker Hill and the kamikaze pilot epitomizes
the gravity of war and the sacrifices made by those caught in its grip. The
haunting story of that day serves as a reminder of the human toll war takes, while
also showcasing the unwavering spirit of the men and women who fought
courageously.

As we look back on this historical moment, we honor the memory of those who
lost their lives and pay tribute to the survivors who endured immeasurable
hardship. The USS Bunker Hill and her crew will forever be etched in the annals
of history, standing as a testament to the realities faced by those who defended
freedom.
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In the closing months of World War II, Americans found themselves facing a new
and terrifying weapon: kamikazes -- the first men to use airplanes as suicide
weapons.
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By the beginning of 1945, American pilots were shooting down Japanese planes
more than ten to one. The Japanese had so few metals left that the military had
begun using wooden coins and clay pots for hand grenades. For the first time in
800 years, Japan faced imminent invasion. As Germany faltered, the combined
strength of every warring nation gathered at Japan's door. Desperate, Japan
turned to its most idealistic young men -- the best and brightest college students -
- and demanded of them the greatest sacrifice.

On the morning of May 11, 1945, days after the Nazi surrender, the USS Bunker
Hill -- a magnificent vessel that held thousands of crewmen and the most
sophisticated naval technology available -- was holding at the Pacific Theater, 70
miles off the coast of Okinawa.

At precisely 9:58 a.m., Kiyoshi Ogawa radioed in to his base at Kanoya, 350
miles from the Bunker Hill, "I found the enemy vessels." After eighteen months of
training, Kiyoshi tucked a comrade's poem into his breast pocket and flew his
Zero five hours across the Pacific. Now the young Japanese pilot had located his
target and was on the verge of fulfilling his destiny. At 10:02.30 a.m., as he
hovered above the Bunker Hill, hidden in a mass of clouds, Kiyoshi spoke his last
words: "Now, I am nose-diving into the ship."

The attack killed 393 Americans and was the worst suicide attack against
America until September 11. Juxtaposing Kiyoshi's story with the stories of untold
heroism of the men aboard the Bunker Hill, Maxwell Taylor Kennedy details how
American sailors and airmen worked together, risking their own lives to save their
fellows and ultimately triumphing in their efforts to save their ship.

Drawing on years of research and firsthand interviews with both American and
Japanese survivors, Maxwell Taylor Kennedy draws a gripping portrait of men



bravely serving their countries in war and the advent of a terrifying new weapon,
suicide bombing, that nearly halted the most powerful nation in the world.
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