
The Untold Story: Discovering the First
Nomadic Civilization and the Making of China

China, a country known for its rich history and ancient civilization, has a vast and
complex origin story. The journey of its making begins with the rise of the first
nomadic civilization, a fascinating chapter often overlooked. In this article, we
dive deep into the forgotten world of the nomads and explore their impact on
shaping modern-day China.

Unraveling the Mystery

The story starts thousands of years ago, when ancient tribes roamed the vast,
untamed grasslands of modern-day Mongolia and northern China. These
nomadic tribes, surviving in harmony with nature, played a crucial role in shaping
the future pillars of Chinese culture, politics, and society.
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Attracted to the fertile lands and abundant natural resources, these tribes
gradually transitioned from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to a settled agricultural
society. This marked the beginning of settled civilizations based on agriculture,
where people cultivated the land and built permanent settlements.

The Birth of China

As these settled agricultural societies flourished and expanded, a pioneering
civilization emerged. Known as the Hongshan culture, it is recognized as the first
complex society in Northeast China, predating even the Shang Dynasty. The
Hongshan culture thrived during the Neolithic period, around 4500-3000 BCE.

The Hongshan civilization was characterized by impressive advancements in
agriculture, animal domestication, and tool-making. They constructed magnificent
stone circles, tombs, and stone-carved figurines that depicted various animals
and gods, showcasing their artistic prowess.
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However, it was their interactions with the nomadic tribes that had the most
profound impact on the development of the region. The nomads brought new
technologies, social structures, and cultural practices that merged with the
existing indigenous civilization.

The Nomadic Influence

The nomads' unique way of life, centered around mobility and adaptability,
influenced the settled agricultural societies greatly. Through trade, intermarriage,
and cultural exchanges, the nomads fostered new economic systems,
technological innovations, and social structures.

The military prowess of the nomads played a significant role as well. As societies
became more complex and regional conflicts escalated, the nomads' warfare
expertise became crucial for defense and expansion. They introduced advanced
horse-riding techniques, superior weaponry, and new tactical strategies that
revolutionized ancient warfare in China.

The Legend of the Rulers

As the millennia passed, the nomadic influence continued to shape China's
political landscape. In ancient Chinese history, legendary figures known as the
Three Sovereigns and Five Emperors emerged as mythical rulers who laid the
foundation of Chinese civilization.

According to legends, the ruler Fuxi, often associated with the nomads,
introduced crucial inventions such as writing, fishing, and hunting tools, as well as
the concept of marriage. Another revered ruler, Huangdi, is credited with inventing
various agricultural tools, establishing ethical norms, and initiating cultural
practices.



While these rulers might be shrouded in mythology, their stories reflect the
profound impact of the nomads on the Chinese political, cultural, and social
spheres.

Legacy and Modern China

Although the nomadic civilizations eventually assimilated into the larger Chinese
society, their influence remained ingrained in the tapestry of Chinese culture. The
concept of mobility, adaptability, and resilience that defined the nomadic lifestyle
continues to shape the Chinese mindset.

Their horse-riding skills and military strategies also left an indelible mark. Even
today, Chinese martial arts, such as Wushu and Tai Chi, echo the principles of
balance, discipline, and harmony between body and mind, inspired by the
nomads' warfare techniques.

From the revered nomadic rulers to the adoption of their spiritual beliefs and
cultural practices, the impact of the first nomadic civilization on the making of
China is vast and far-reaching.

Rediscovering the Forgotten Chapter

The remarkable story of the first nomadic civilization in China deserves
recognition and appreciation for its invaluable contributions. As we delve deeper
into the roots of Chinese civilization, we gain a greater understanding and
appreciation for the diverse influences that shaped this remarkable nation we
know today.

So, let us not forget the forgotten nomads who played an instrumental role in the
making of China. Their legacy lives on, their stories waiting to be unearthed and
shared, enriching our understanding of this ancient land.
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The author of landmark histories such as Genghis Khan, Attila, and Xanadu
invites us to discover a fertile period in Asian history that prefigured so much of
the world that followed. The people of the first nomadic empire left no written
records, but from 200 bc they dominated the heart of Asia for four centuries, and
changed the world in the process. The Mongols, today’s descendants of Genghis
Khan, see these people as ancestors. Their rise cemented Chinese identity and
inspired the first Great Wall. Their descendants helped destroy the Roman
Empire under the leadership of Attila the Hun. We don’t know what language they
spoke, but they became known as Xiongnu, or Hunnu, a term passed down the
centuries and surviving today as “Hun,” and Man uncovers new evidence that will
transform our understanding of the profound mark they left on half the globe, from
Europe to Central Asia and deep into China. Based on meticulous research and
new archaeological evidence, Empire of Horses traces this civilization’s epic story
and shows how this nomadic cultures of the steppes gave birth to an empire with
the wealth and power to threaten the order of the ancient world.
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