
The Untold Story: The Turning Point Of The
American War In Vietnam

The Vietnam War, also known as the Second Indochina War, was one of the most
significant conflicts of the 20th century. Spanning from 1955 to 1975, it witnessed
immense bloodshed and left an indelible mark on both Vietnam and the United
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States. While there were several major events that shaped the outcome of this
war, one stands out as the definitive turning point: the Tet Offensive of 1968.

Background

Prior to the Tet Offensive, the United States had been heavily involved in
supporting South Vietnam against the communist forces of North Vietnam, known
as the Viet Cong. The U.S. believed that they were winning the war, with their
superior firepower and advanced military technology. However, the Tet Offensive
would challenge these assumptions and alter the course of the conflict.
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The Tet Offensive Unveiled

In the early hours of January 30, 1968, during the lunar new year holiday, known
as Tet, the Viet Cong launched a massive surprise attack on more than 100 cities
and towns across South Vietnam. This offensive caught the U.S. and its allies off
guard, as it was believed that a holiday truce would be observed.
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The Viet Cong utilized guerrilla tactics, attacking military installations, government
buildings, and even the U.S. Embassy in Saigon. They managed to infiltrate
various major cities, leaving the American forces scrambling to regain control.

A Shift in Public Opinion

The Tet Offensive marked a turning point not only in the military aspect of the war,
but also in public opinion, both within Vietnam and the United States. The scale
and audacity of the attack challenged the narrative that the U.S. was winning the
war.

Media coverage of the Tet Offensive had a profound impact on the American
public. The graphic images and videos of the violence and destruction shocked
viewers, who had previously been shielded from the realities of the war.

Walter Cronkite, the renowned CBS News anchor, traveled to Vietnam to witness
the aftermath of the Tet Offensive. Upon his return, he delivered a rare editorial
on live television, expressing his doubt about the U.S. military's strategy and
pointing out the need for a negotiated settlement. Cronkite's words resonated
with the American public and further eroded their trust in government statements
about the progress of the war.

Political Consequences

The Tet Offensive had significant political consequences in the United States.
President Lyndon B. Johnson, who had been assuring the American public that
victory was within reach, faced a growing disillusionment. The offensive
undermined his credibility and fueled anti-war sentiments.

In March 1968, Johnson made a stunning announcement that he would not seek
re-election, recognizing the war's toll on his presidency and the nation. This



decision effectively reshaped the political landscape and opened the door for new
leadership.

Changing Military Strategies

The Tet Offensive also caused a major shift in military strategies employed by the
U.S. and its allies. It exposed the limitations of conventional warfare and the
effectiveness of guerrilla tactics.

Realizing that the Viet Cong could wage a prolonged war of attrition, the U.S.
military altered its approach. Instead of focusing solely on territorial gains, they
gradually shifted towards a strategy of Vietnamization, whereby South
Vietnamese forces would assume a larger role in combat operations.

This shift in strategy paved the way for the eventual withdrawal of American
troops and a series of negotiations that ultimately led to the end of direct U.S.
involvement in the Vietnam War.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The Tet Offensive marked a critical turning point in the American War in Vietnam.
It shattered assumptions, changed public opinion, and forced significant political
and military shifts. The offensive demonstrated that victory was not assured for
the United States and raised important questions about the war's legitimacy and
progress.

The war would continue for several more years, with countless lives lost and the
devastation of entire communities. It stood as a stark reminder of the complexities
and challenges of modern warfare.

Today, the Tet Offensive serves as a lesson in the importance of accurate
information, the role of the media in shaping public opinion, and the need for a



comprehensive and realistic approach when engaging in armed conflicts.

The Tet Offensive was a pivotal moment in the American War in Vietnam. It was a
wake-up call that challenged assumptions, ignited debates, and ultimately
changed the course of history. The bloody battles of Tet left an indelible mark on
both Vietnam and the United States, shaping the future of both nations and
reminding the world of the power of perseverance, adaptation, and the desire for
peace.
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The first battle book from Mark Bowden since his #1 New York Times bestseller
Black Hawk Down, Hue 1968 is the story of the centerpiece of the Tet Offensive
and a turning point in the American War in Vietnam.

In the early hours of January 31, 1968, the North Vietnamese launched over one
hundred attacks across South Vietnam in what would become known as the Tet
Offensive. The lynchpin of Tet was the capture of Hue, Vietnam?s intellectual and
cultural capital, by 10,000 National Liberation Front troops who descended from
hidden camps and surged across the city of 140,000. Within hours the entire city
was in their hands save for two small military outposts. American commanders
refused to believe the size and scope of the Front?s presence, ordering small
companies of marines against thousands of entrenched enemy troops. After
several futile and deadly days, Lieutenant Colonel Ernie Cheatham would finally
come up with a strategy to retake the city, block by block and building by building,
in some of the most intense urban combat since World War II.

With unprecedented access to war archives in the U.S. and Vietnam and
interviews with participants from both sides, Bowden narrates each stage of this
crucial battle through multiple viewpoints. Played out over 24 days and ultimately
costing 10,000 lives, the Battle of Hue was by far the bloodiest of the entire war.
When it ended, the American debate was never again about winning, only about
how to leave. Hue 1968 is a gripping and moving account of this pivotal moment.
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