
The Untold War Stories: American Veterans'
Experiences in the Philippines (1898-1913)
War stories have always fascinated us as they provide a glimpse into the
dramatic events that shaped our history. While many war tales have been
recounted throughout the ages, there are some that remain untold, hidden within
the vaults of veterans' memories. It is within these untold stories that we find the
essence of bravery, resilience, and sacrifice.

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the United States found itself immersed
in a conflict that, for the most part, has faded into obscurity - the Philippine-
American War. Marking the first experience of the United States as a colonial
power, this conflict remains a pivotal moment in American history. Yet, the stories
of American veterans who fought in the Philippines during this period are often
overlooked.

Our journey begins in 1898, during the closing stages of the Spanish-American
War. With the defeat of the Spanish fleet at Manila Bay, the Philippines found
itself on the brink of liberation after centuries of Spanish rule. However, the
liberation soon turned into a conflict for independence as it clashed with the
aspirations of the United States.
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The Treaty of Paris in 1898 transferred the sovereignty of the Philippines from
Spain to the United States. What was seen as a victory for the Filipino people
quickly escalated into a full-fledged war as tensions and conflicts arose between
the native population and the American forces. The subsequent Philippine-
American War lasted from 1899 to 1913 and witnessed the tremendous bravery
and sacrifices of American soldiers and veterans on Philippine soil.

The American Veteran's Perspective

Several American veterans who fought in the Philippines have documented their
experiences, providing us with invaluable insight into this underexplored chapter
of history. One such veteran is Private John Adams, who enlisted in the United
States Army in 1901.

Private Adams vividly recounted the intense battles he experienced during his
time in the Philippines. He narrated how the American forces faced numerous
challenges, including harsh tropical environments, guerilla warfare, and the sheer
determination of the Filipino resistance fighters. Adams described how his
comrades displayed unwavering courage and resourcefulness to overcome these
obstacles.

Another remarkable story comes from Sergeant Emma Thompson, one of the few
female American veterans who served in the Philippines. She highlighted the
unique struggles she faced as a woman in a predominantly male environment.
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Despite the obstacles, Thompson embraced her role and contributed greatly to
the war effort, earning the respect of her comrades through her unwavering
dedication and bravery.

The Battlefields of the Philippines

The war in the Philippines was characterized by a series of intense battles that
tested the mettle of American soldiers. One of the most notable battles was the
Battle of Tirad Pass in 1899, where a small group of Filipino revolutionaries led by
General Gregorio del Pilar valiantly defended against overwhelming American
forces. This battle demonstrated the resilience and determination of the Filipino
fighters.

The Battle of Bud Bagsak in 1913 serves as another poignant example. It was the
final large-scale engagement of the Philippine-American War and showcased the
extraordinary courage and sacrifice of both American and Filipino soldiers. This
battle marked the end of an era and a turning point in the history of the
Philippines.

Legacy and Lessons Learned

The war stories from American veterans in the Philippines offer us valuable
lessons that resonate even today. These stories shed light on the complexities of
war, the impact of colonialism, and the depths of human resilience.

It is important that we give proper recognition to the sacrifices made by these
American veterans, both men and women, who fought valiantly in the Philippines.
Their contributions are often overshadowed by larger conflicts such as World War
I and World War II, but their experiences and stories are just as deserving of our
attention and respect.



By exploring these untold war stories, we gain a deeper understanding of the past
and honor the memories of those who played a vital role in shaping the world we
live in today. It is through their tales of heroism and sacrifice that we can truly
appreciate the triumphs and tragedies of the human spirit.

So, let us not forget the war stories of American veterans in the Philippines from
1898 to 1913. Their journeys, battles, and sacrifices deserve to be preserved and
shared, so that future generations may learn from their experiences and
appreciate the resilience and determination of those who came before them.
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Memory has not been kind to the Philippine-American War and the even lesser-
known Moro rebellion. Today, few Americans know the details of these conflicts.

There are almost no memorials, and the wars remain poorly understood and
nearly forgotten.
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Forgotten under a Tropical Sun is the first examination of memoirs and
autobiographies from officers and enlisted members of the army, navy, and
marines during the Spanish, Filipino, and Moro wars that attempts to understand
how these struggles are remembered. It is through these stories that the
American enterprise in the Philippines is commemorated.

Arranged chronologically, beginning with veterans who recall the naval victory
over the Spanish at Manila Bay in 1898 and continuing to the conventional and
guerrilla wars with the Filipinos, the stories remember the major campaigns of
1899 and 1900, the blockade duties, and life in provincial garrisons. Finally, the
lengthy (1899-1913) and often violent military governance in Moroland - the
Muslim areas of Mindanao - is considered. Within these historical stages,
Forgotten under a Tropical Sun looks at how the writers address incidents and
issues, including accounts of well-known and minor engagements, descriptions of
atrocities committed by both sides, and the effect on troop morale of the anti-
imperialist movement in the United States.

Additionally, Forgotten under a Tropical Sun explores the conflicts through the
tradition of war memoirs. Attention is given to the characteristics of the stories,
such as the graphic battlefield descriptions, the idea of manliness, the idealized
suffering and death of comrades, the differing portrayals of the enemy, and the
personal revelations that result from the war experience.
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