
Too High and Too Steep: The Astounding
History of Seattle’s Hills
Welcome to Seattle - a city known for its picturesque landscapes, lush greenery,
and stunning waterfront views. But have you ever wondered how these awe-
inspiring hills came to be? In this article, we will take you on a journey through
Seattle's fascinating history, exploring the origins and significance of its iconic
hills. Brace yourself for a captivating tale of geological wonders, human triumphs,
and the relentless pursuit of urban development.

The Geological Marvel

Seattle's hills owe their existence to a remarkable geologic event that occurred
over 15,000 years ago. During the last ice age, a massive glacier, known as the
Vashon Glacier, covered the region, sculpting and reshaping the landscape as it
advanced and retreated. As the glacier retreated, it left behind a series of
moraines, which formed the foundation for the city's hills. These hills not only
provide captivating views but also present unique challenges and opportunities
for urban planning.
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The Rise of Seattle

Seattle's rise as a bustling city can be directly attributed to its hilly terrain. In the
late 19th century, the city experienced a population boom, primarily driven by the
Klondike Gold Rush. As more people flocked to the area, the demand for
housing, infrastructure, and commerce soared. Architects, engineers, and city
planners faced the impressive task of developing a city on such steep slopes.

Despite the challenges, Seattle's hills were transformed into vibrant
neighborhoods brimming with life. Engineers devised innovative solutions such as
cable cars and inclined railways to navigate the steep inclines, making it easier
for residents and workers to traverse the city. These transportation systems
became iconic symbols of Seattle's resilience and determination.
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The Character of Seattle

The unique topography of Seattle's hills has greatly influenced the city's
character. Each hill boasts its own distinct ambiance and charm, inviting
exploration and discovery. From peaceful summit parks offering breathtaking
panoramas to quaint streets lined with charming houses, there is something for
everyone on Seattle's hills.

Capitol Hill, with its vibrant arts scene and trendy restaurants, is known for its
youthful energy and lively nightlife. Queen Anne Hill, with its stately mansions and
stunning views, exudes elegance and opulence. And there's the iconic Beacon
Hill, home to diverse communities and a rich mix of cultural influences. These
hills not only shape the physical landscape but also cultivate the dynamic cultural
fabric of the city.
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Preserving Seattle's Landmarks

As Seattle grows and evolves, preserving its historic landmarks and maintaining
the integrity of its hills becomes increasingly vital. The city has recognized the
significance of its hills and has implemented various measures to protect and
enhance these treasured landscapes.

Community efforts and city initiatives have focused on preserving green spaces,
promoting sustainable development practices, and ensuring easy access to
recreational areas and viewpoints. These efforts aim to strike a delicate balance
between urbanization and preserving the natural beauty of Seattle's hills.
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The Ever-Changing Seattle Skyline

Seattle's hills not only offer breathtaking vistas but also shape the city's ever-
changing skyline. Skyscrapers, such as the iconic Space Needle, reach for the
heavens while nestled amidst the rolling hills. The juxtaposition between natural
landscapes and modern architecture creates a visually stunning panorama that
mesmerizes both residents and visitors.

As the city continues to grow and densify, the challenge of maintaining Seattle's
unique charm becomes even more significant. Thoughtful urban planning,
innovation, and collaboration will be crucial to ensure the preservation of the city's
hills while meeting the demands of a modern metropolis.
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Seattle's hills hold a story as captivating as the views they provide. From the
geologic forces that shaped them to the urban development that conquered them,
each hill has its own tale to tell. These hills not only serve as physical landmarks
but embody the spirit of a city that thrives on adversity.

As you explore Seattle's streets, parks, and neighborhoods, take a moment to
appreciate the incredible journey that has shaped this city. Seattle's hills are far
more than just geographical features; they are a testament to human ingenuity,
resilience, and the enduring power of nature's creation.
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Residents and visitors in today’s Seattle would barely recognize the landscape
that its founding settlers first encountered. As the city grew, its leaders and
inhabitants dramatically altered its topography to accommodate their changing
visions. In Too High and Too Steep, David B. Williams uses his deep knowledge
of Seattle, scientific background, and extensive research and interviews to
illuminate the physical challenges and sometimes startling hubris of these large-
scale transformations, from the filling in of the Duwamish tideflats to the massive
regrading project that pared down Denny Hill.

In the course of telling this fascinating story, Williams helps readers find visible
traces of the city’s former landscape and better understand Seattle as a place
that has been radically reshaped.

Watch the trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=af51FU8hHLI
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