
Unlocking the Connection Between Being and
Becoming: Natural Divine and Human
Theology and the Sciences
Throughout human history, there has been a perpetual quest to understand the
relationship between the divine and the natural world, as well as the connection
between human beings and the universe they exist in. This pursuit has given rise
to various theological and scientific theories, each attempting to shed light on the
mysteries of our existence. In this article, we delve into the intricate interplay
between being and becoming, exploring how both theology and science
contribute to this endless exploration.

The Divine and Natural Theology: Bridging the Gap

Divine theology seeks to understand and explore the nature of God and how the
divine interacts with the world. Natural theology, on the other hand, focuses on
studying the natural world as a way to gain insights into the divine. Although they
may seem distinct, these two branches of theological inquiry are interconnected
and mutually enriching.

Traditional religious beliefs have often relied solely on revelation and faith to
comprehend the divine. However, natural theology engages with the natural world
through observation, reasoning, and scientific methods. This approach
acknowledges that the universe itself can serve as a testament to the existence
and attributes of God. The intricate complexity and precision found in nature can
be seen as evidence of a divine creator, encouraging a harmonious relationship
between theology and the sciences.
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The Sciences: Unlocking the Secrets of the Universe

Science, with its empirical approach, has made incredible strides in unraveling
the mysteries of the natural world. From the laws of physics to the intricacies of
biology, each scientific discipline provides a unique lens through which we can
comprehend the universe and our place within it.

Astronomy allows us to gaze into the vastness of space, unlocking the secrets of
celestial bodies and pondering the origins of the cosmos. Understanding the
forces that shape our planet and the interconnectedness of ecosystems,
environmental science reveals our intimate relationship with nature. Genetics,
psychology, and neuroscience shed light on the complex nature of human beings,
unravelling the intricate workings of our bodies and minds.

As science continues to advance, our comprehension of the natural world
deepens, bringing us closer to the divine. The harmonization of theology and
science enables a holistic understanding of our existence, embracing both faith
and reason.
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The Interplay of Being and Becoming

Being refers to the state of existence in a particular moment, while becoming
refers to the process of growth and transformation. These concepts are integral to
both theological and scientific inquiries.

From a theological perspective, being acknowledges the indescribable nature of
the divine. God is often described as "I am who I am" - the ultimate being that
transcends our limited human understanding. On the other hand, becoming
recognizes the dynamic interaction between the divine and human beings. It
reflects the belief that human beings are constantly evolving spiritually, striving
towards a closer relationship with the divine.

Within the scientific realm, being refers to the nature of the universe and the laws
that govern it. Scientists uncover the fundamental principles that shape our
existence, understanding the building blocks of matter and the forces that bind
them together. Becoming, in this context, emphasizes the evolutionary nature of
the universe, from the formation of galaxies to the development of life on Earth.

Embracing the Convergence

The integration of theology and science promotes a more comprehensive
understanding of our existence and our place within the cosmos. Far from being
separate and incompatible fields, both disciplines have the potential to enrich one
another, providing insights that individually they might not achieve.

As theologians delve into the mysteries of the divine, scientific knowledge
enhances their understanding of the natural world, enhancing their perception of
God's creation. Likewise, scientists exploring the depths of the universe can find
inspiration in the philosophical and spiritual questions posed by theology.



, being and becoming are inherent aspects of both natural divine and human
theology and the sciences. By embracing the interconnectedness of these
disciplines, we can unlock a deeper understanding of our existence and our
connection to the divine. The pursuit of knowledge, be it through observation,
reasoning, or faith, invites us on a journey of exploration and enlightenment,
ultimately bringing us closer to the truth.
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A positive answer to Stephen Hawking's question, "Does the universe need a
creator?"Alan Keightley, in the Modern Churchman, aptly identifies the focus of
parts one and two of Arthur Peacocke's seminal work. This second, expanded
edition of Theology for a Scientific Age now also includes the author's Gifford
Lectures. In the new part three, Peacocke deals roundly with the central corpus of
Christian belief for a scientific age.
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