
Unlocking the Secrets of Ben Franklin and
Noah Webster's Spelling Revolution

Throughout history, the way we use language has transformed and evolved. One
of the most significant language transformations occurred during the late 18th
century through the collaboration of two remarkable individuals: Benjamin
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Franklin and Noah Webster. These visionaries played a crucial role in initiating
the Spelling Revolution, forever changing the way we spell words today.

The Language Landscape of the 18th Century

In the 1700s, English spelling was in a state of chaos. There were no
standardized rules, resulting in inconsistent and unpredictable spellings.
Cognizant of the growing need for a systematic approach to spelling, Franklin and
Webster took on the formidable challenge of revolutionizing English orthography.
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Benjamin Franklin: The Innovator

Ben Franklin, famous for his inventions and political contributions, embarked on
the mission of simplifying the English language's intricate spelling system.
Franklin believed that such a reform would not only enhance literacy but would
also streamline communication across the nation.

His proposal for a new writing system was revolutionary, suggesting that
unnecessary letters be removed and that phonetic rules be incorporated into
spelling. However, despite Franklin's efforts to interest the public in his spelling
reform, it did not gain widespread support.
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Noah Webster: The Catalyst

Enter Noah Webster, another passionate advocate for spelling transformation.
Webster recognized Franklin's earlier attempts and built upon his ideas to create
his own spelling revolution. In 1783, Webster published "A Grammatical Institute
of the English Language," the first part of his monumental work that would
eventually become the legendary Merriam-Webster dictionary.

Webster's approach to spelling reform focused on simplifying the spelling of
words through the elimination of unnecessary letters and the of phonetic spelling.
He believed that these changes would make spelling more logical and accessible
to all, leading to a more unified form of English.

The Controversial Journey

Both Franklin and Webster faced significant opposition in their efforts to
revolutionize spelling. Their ideas challenged traditionalists who feared change
and questioned the necessity of such modifications. The spelling reforms were
deemed unnecessary and even detrimental to the beauty and historical
preservation of the English language.

Despite the criticism, Franklin and Webster persevered, determined to create a
more user-friendly writing system that would be embraced by future generations.
They believed that simplified spelling would enhance literacy rates and promote a
stronger sense of national identity.

The Legacy of Franklin and Webster

Although their ideas didn't gain immediate widespread acceptance, both
Benjamin Franklin and Noah Webster made invaluable contributions to the
evolution of the English language. Franklin's proposal laid the foundation for



future reformers, while Webster's dedication to spelling standardization made his
dictionary an essential educational tool.

Webster's dictionary was published in 1828, and it became immensely influential,
furthering the transition to standardized spelling. His work provided Americans
with a comprehensive resource for pronunciation, meanings, and correct
spellings. By the mid-19th century, Webster's dictionary was widely regarded as
the go-to reference for English language usage.

The Final Revolution

The impact of the spelling revolution became apparent in subsequent years as
literacy rates improved and communication became more efficient. The once
chaotic and confusing English spelling system gradually transformed into the
more rational and consistent form we know today.

Franklin and Webster's efforts may have faced resistance, but their unwavering
dedication to spelling reform eventually found success. Their vision and
determination have left an indelible mark on the English language, ensuring that
generations to come will benefit from their revolutionary ideas.

Embracing the Revolution

So, let us take a moment to appreciate the contributions of Benjamin Franklin and
Noah Webster to the world of language. Their spelling revolution may have been
met with skepticism and resistance in its time, but their perseverance and
forward-thinking paved the way for standardized spelling, making English more
accessible and comprehensible for all.

As we navigate the ever-changing language landscape, let us not forget the
influence of these linguistic pioneers and the crucial role they played in shaping



the way we spell words today.
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“Delightful, relatable, and eye-catchingly illustrated.” —School Library
Journal“Deelytful and iloominaating for noo and seesuned reeders alyk.” —Kirkus
Reviews“Thought-provoking and entertaining.” —School Library
Connection“Engaging...A comprehensible, lively read.” —Publishers Weekly

Do you ever wish English was eez-ee-yer to spell? Ben Franklin and Noah
Webster did! Debut author Beth Anderson and the New York Times bestselling
illustrator of I Dissent, Elizabeth Baddeley, tell the story of two patriots and their
attempt to revolutionize the English alphabet.

Once upon a revolutionary time, two great American patriots tried to make life
easier. They knew how hard it was to spell words in English. They knew that
sounds didn’t match letters. They knew that the problem was an inconvenient
English alphabet.

In 1786, Ben Franklin, at age eighty, and Noah Webster, twenty-eight, teamed up.
Their goal? Make English easier to read and write. But even for great thinkers,
what seems easy can turn out to be hard.
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Children today will be delighted to learn that when they “sound out” words, they
are doing eg-zakt-lee what Ben and Noah wanted.
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