
Unraveling the Epic Spice Islands Voyage:
Tim Severin's Quest for Adventure and
Discovery
Imagine setting sail on a perilous journey to uncharted lands, following the
footsteps of legendary explorers who braved treacherous waters in search of the
exotic and the unknown. This is precisely what renowned adventurer Tim Severin
embarked upon during his legendary Spice Islands voyage - a daring quest that
would take him across vast oceans and through historical seas, uncovering
secrets of the past along the way.

Tim Severin, a modern-day explorer and writer, has always been fascinated by
the great historical voyages of exploration. Inspired by the tales of fearless
adventurers like Marco Polo and Sir Francis Drake, Severin took it upon himself
to recreate these epic journeys, using only the instruments, technologies, and
methods known to the original explorers.

One of Severin's most notable expeditions was his remarkable Spice Islands
voyage. The Spice Islands, also known as the Moluccas, are a group of tropical
islands in eastern Indonesia. In the 16th century, these islands were the epicenter
of the lucrative spice trade, attracting traders and explorers from around the
world.
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Severin, fueled by his interest in history and love for adventure, set sail on his
custom-built wooden boat named "Sambal" - a replica of the traditional
Indonesian sailing vessels used by the early spice traders. Equipped with maps
from ancient texts, navigational tools like astrolabes and cross-staffs, and a crew
of fearless sailors, Severin aimed to retrace the historical spice route and
experience the challenges faced by the explorers of old.

As the crew embarked on their journey, they faced numerous challenges. Harsh
weather conditions, treacherous reefs, and unpredictable currents tested their
mettle, pushing Severin and his crew to their limits. Through his meticulous
research and firsthand experience, Severin was able to recreate the historical
context, reviving the spirit of adventure and discovery that characterized the
original spice voyages.

During the voyage, Severin and his crew made several stops along the way,
immersing themselves in the vibrant cultures and histories of the islands they
encountered. From the bustling markets of Java to the ancient temples of Bali,
each destination offered a unique glimpse into the past and a chance to connect
with the local communities that still carry the legacies of the spice trade.
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One of the most extraordinary aspects of Severin's voyage was his ability to
uncover firsthand accounts of the spice trade. By meeting with local historians
and tapping into ancient oral traditions, Severin was able to piece together the
stories of the brave sailors who navigated these waters centuries ago. This rich
tapestry of historical information, combined with his personal experiences, paints
a vivid picture of the challenges and triumphs faced by those who ventured into
the unknown in search of spices.

Throughout his journey, Severin documented his observations, experiences, and
thoughts, sharing them with the world through his book, "The Spice Islands
Voyage." This captivating account provides readers with a window into the
remarkable lives of the explorers who shaped the course of history through their
daring journeys.

The Spice Islands voyage was not just an exhilarating adventure; it was a
reminder of the importance of preserving history and celebrating the spirit of
exploration. Severin's meticulous attention to detail, along with his incredible
journey, has shed light on an era that has long captured the imagination of
historians and adventurers alike.

, Tim Severin's Spice Islands voyage stands as a testament to the power of
adventure and the enduring allure of the unknown. Through his painstaking
efforts to recreate historical journeys using ancient techniques, Severin brings to
life the tales of the past, providing a glimpse into a world where bravery and
curiosity held the key to unimaginable riches and discoveries. His remarkable
voyage serves as an inspiration for anyone with a thirst for knowledge, adventure,
and the desire to uncover the mysteries of our extraordinary world.
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In 1858, Alfred Wallace, while laid up with malaria in the middle of his long
Moluccan sojourn, wrote a brief essay which made its way to Charles Darwin,
who had been searching for the solution to a problem for two decades.

When Darwin finally published ''On the Origin of Species'' a couple of years later,
he gave credit to Wallace, who nonetheless faded, unprotesting, into relative
obscurity.

Wallace had already been on one major expedition before his Indonesian journey,
a voyage to Brazil, which ended badly when most of the bird and insect samples
he was carrying were lost in a fire on the ship taking him back to England. But his
eight years in the Spice Islands, one of the world's major hotbeds of bio-diversity,
rank among the major expeditions of scientific discovery.

Tim Severin decided to retrace his voyage. He and his crew spent several months
in the Spice Islands, stopping at Wallace's ports of call from the Aru Islands in the
east to Sulawesi in the west, taking pictures, recording sightings of butterflies and
birds, checking out the environmental record and interviewing local officials.
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''The Spice Islands Voyage'' is a travelogue-biography, a balanced combination of
historical re-enactment and contemporary adventure, which tells the story of that
ground-breaking voyage.
But as Severin follows Wallace’s journey, he starts to find a darker truth: that
species are not being protected but extorted.

How involved was Wallace and how can he end the abuse?

Severin’s hero of Alfred Wallace is beginning to look less heroic and more
suspicious…

In ‘The Spice Islands Voyage’, world renowned explorer Tim Severin goes in
search of the real story behind Alfred Wallace’s expeditions.

Praise for Tim Severin:

‘Full of insights…retraces a journey through places of fabulous natural and
cultural diversity…should inspire new readers to discover the remarkable writings
of Wallace himself’ – INDEPENDENT

‘Entertaining…the prose has an easy, regular rhythm, like the beating of oars on
water; and Wallace himself steps off the pagesa bumbling, talented and hugely
likeable figure’ - Sara Wheeler, MAIL ON SUNDAY

‘A great read — a modern-day adventure in an exact replica of the boat that
carried my hero and biological guru 140 years before’ - David Bellamy

‘An excellent book … a lasting monument’ - THE TIMES

‘Tim Severin is one of the last of the old-style explorers…His deeds speak to us
of the purity of achievement in an age where experience has become blunted by



comfort and complacency. We watch them, awed … A vivid picture of the aching
space of the ocean}the loneliness of the long-distance sailor’ The TIMES

‘The story of this courageous quest is gripping and a wonderful armchair escape
to real adventure from an increasingly mundane world’ SUNDAY EXPRESS

‘An extraordinary experiment, and by implication a study of man’s desire to set
himself gruelling tasks and to set to them with great ingenuity and courage…This
well-illustrated book is awash with nautical and hydrographic detail, which he
manages to make interesting and accessible even to the avowed landlubber…
Fascinating’ SCOTSMAN

Tim Severin is an explorer, film-maker and lecturer, who has made many
expeditions, from crossing the Atlantic in a medieval leather boat to going out in
search of Moby Dick and Robinson Crusoe. He has won the Thomas Cook Travel
Book Award, the Book of the Sea Award, a Christopher Prize, and the literary
medal of the Academie de la Marine. He books include ‘Crusader’, ‘The Sindbad
Voyage’, ‘The Brendan Voyage’, ‘The Jason Voyage’ and ‘The Ulysses Voyage’.
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