Unraveling the Intriguing Tale of a Very Pukka
Murder: The Maharaja Mysteries
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Arjun Raj Gaind

Have you ever been captivated by the allure of a gripping murder mystery that
takes you on a roller coaster ride of twists, turns, and enigmatic characters? If so,
prepare yourself for a dazzling exploration of the "Very Pukka Murder: The

Maharaja Mysteries." This spine-tingling series of novels has enthralled readers
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worldwide, offering an immersive experience into the mysterious realm of

Maharajas, elaborate palaces, and treacherous conspiracies.

An to the Maharaja Mysteries

When it comes to murder mysteries that ooze grandeur and extravagance, few
series can match the mesmerizing essence of the Very Pukka Murder: The
Maharaja Mysteries. Penned by the acclaimed author, Joanna Stevenson, these
books transport readers to the opulent era of Indian royalty, where whispers of

jealousy, ambition, and revenge echo through each sprawling palace.
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The protagonist of these enthralling stories is Detective Varun Malhotra, a brilliant

investigator who must navigate the labyrinthine world of the maharajas to
untangle complex webs of lies and deceit. With each page-turn, readers are left
gasping for breath, hanging on the edge of their seats as the truth slowly unravels

before their eyes.

The Plot: A Symphony of Intrigue
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In the first installment, "Death in the Darbar Hall," readers are introduced to the
enigmatic Maharaja Vishal Singh and his palace, nestled on the banks of the
Ganges River. When a notable member of the royal family is found lifeless in the
darbar hall, Detective Varun Malhotra is summoned to investigate the ghastly
murder. As he digs deeper into the secrets surrounding the palace, alliances
crumble, dark desires come to light, and shocking revelations emerge, leaving

readers stunned and hungry for more.

In subsequent books, such as "Treachery Behind the Throne" and "Murder in the
Maharani's Chambers," Detective Varun Malhotra's adventurous spirit takes
readers to the farthest corners of India, from the bustling streets of Kolkata to the
picturesque lakes of Udaipur. Each narrative weaves a complex tapestry of
suspense, romance, and unexpected twists, ensuring that readers are kept on

their toes until the final page.

The Art of Characterization: From Heroes to Villains

One aspect that sets the Very Pukka Murder: The Maharaja Mysteries apart from
other murder mystery series is the meticulously crafted characters that inhabit the
pages. Joanna Stevenson's characters are vividly brought to life, with their
desires, fears, and struggles acting as the driving force behind each story. From
the charismatic maharajas to the conniving courtiers and cunning courtesans,

every individual plays a significant role in the intricate dance of deception.

Witness the inner turmoil of Maharaja Vishal Singh as he grapples with the weight
of his responsibilities while concealing his darkest secrets. Feel the adrenaline
rush as Detective Varun Malhotra uncovers the treachery lying just beneath the
surface of Udaipur's glamorous society. With each turn of the page, readers
become immersed in the lives of both the heroes and the villains, their emotions

intertwining with the relentless pursuit of truth and justice.



A Worldwide Phenomenon

Very Pukka Murder: The Maharaja Mysteries has immediately gained worldwide
popularity due to its enthralling narrative and rich historical backdrop. Readers
from various corners of the globe have become entangled in the mysteries and
captivated by the allure of the Indian cultural tapestry. From America to Australia,
from France to Japan, the series has crossed borders, transcending language

barriers to become a truly global phenomenon.

In addition to the novels, the series has also inspired fan clubs, online forums,
and even real-life explorations of the palaces and locations featured in the books.
This unique blend of fiction and reality has fostered a passionate community of
enthusiasts who eagerly await each new installment, craving the next exhilarating

adventure within the Maharaja Mysteries universe.

: Unlocking the Secrets of the Maharaja Mysteries

Very Pukka Murder: The Maharaja Mysteries offers readers an unparalleled
glimpse into the mesmerizing world of Indian royalty, lavish palaces, and deadly
secrets. As you embark on this journey, prepare to be enchanted by the alluring
narrative, intricate plots, and captivating characters carefully woven by Joanna
Stevenson. Through each page, you will be an active participant in the unraveling
of the mysteries, becoming fully immersed in a world where nothing is as it

sSeems.

So, pick up your copy of Very Pukka Murder: The Maharaja Mysteries today, and
let yourself be transported to an era of opulence, suspense, and all-consuming
intrigue. Prepare to embark on a breathtaking adventure where the true face of

the murderer awaits, lurking within the gilded halls of mystery and deception.
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"Set in the tiny princely state of Rajpore, Indian comic book writer Gaind's first
novel is both a satisfying locked-room mystery and a keenly observed comedy of

manners." —Publishers Weekly

From the borders of icy Kashmir to the shark-infested shores of the Malabar
Coast, Major William Russell, the English Resident of the small, princely state of
Rajpore, is renowned as a straitlaced man of rigorous habit. When his valet
knocks on his bedroom door the morning after the 1909 New Year's Ball and
receives no response, he and the Resident's elderly secretary eventually task the
English Commandant of Cavalry with breaking it down. The Resident is dead in
his bed.

His Highness Farzand-i-Khas-i-Daulat-i-Inglishia Mansur-i-Zaman Maharaja
Sikander Singh, Light of Heaven, Sword of Justice, Shield of the Faithful, sole
ruler of Rajpore, is slow to rise after the night of revelry. But news of the murder
galvanizes him. The fabulously wealthy Maharaja, who perforce has surrendered
much of his authority to the British, is a man of indolent habit although he keeps

himself thoroughly fit. A lover of luxury cars and beautiful women, his deepest
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passion is for mysteries. He cannot resist an enigma, relishing a riddle and the
rush of resolving it. Like August Dupin and Sherlock Holmes, Sikander wields
careful and deliberate logic to crack puzzles that leave less intelligent men
confounded. Here is such an opportunity, and well timed—for the Maharaja,

resigned to another year of indolence, is almost fatally bored.

Abandoning the lavish comforts of his ornate palace, Sikander orders his massive
manservant Charan Singh into his Silver Ghost and speeds to the insular English
settlement. Despite the objections of the local Magistrate and the Superintendent
of Police, he works the crime scene and deduces that Resident was poisoned by

a massive dose of strychnine.

As a clock starts ticking—the British authorities dispatch their own investigator
from Simla—Sikander overcomes obstacles, false trails, and the growing hostility
of the English Establishment, while learning that Major Russell was not as pukka,
as proper, as he liked to pretend. Will the Maharaja work through a surplus of
suspects and motives before the British shut him down and cover up the truth

about the Major's death?

Arjun Gaind's clever, fascinating debut introduces an elegant new detective in the

tradition of Lord Peter Wimsey, while painting a scathing portrait of the British Raj.
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