Unveiling the Heroes: Armies of the Vietham
War 1962-75 Men at Arms

When history echoes through the chambers of time, it's essential to pause and
remember the brave souls of the past who fought valiantly for their nations. One
such epoch, marking the annals of bravery and perseverance, is the Vietham
War. A conflict where soldiers from various armies clashed in a distant land, their

stories etched forever in the halls of military history.

The Vietnam War, spanning from 1962 to 1975, witnessed a turbulent era marked
by political battles, ideological clashes, and guerrilla warfare. The tumultuous
nature of this conflict birthed a diverse array of armies, each with its unique

characteristics, strategies, and heroes.

1. United States Army

The United States Army, representing one of the primary forces during the
Vietnam War, comprised soldiers who showcased immense courage and
dedication. With over 2.7 million servicemen deployed, the U.S. Army played a

pivotal role in countering insurgent forces and executing large-scale operations.
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Notable units within the U.S. Army included the 1st Cavalry Division, the Americal
Division, and the 173rd Airborne Brigade. These divisions engaged in intense
combat, often facing harsh jungle terrains and ambushes. Their resilience and
adaptability enabled them to successfully tackle the unorthodox tactics employed

by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army.

2. People's Army of Vietham

On the opposing side, the People's Army of Vietham (PAVN) stood determined to
defend their homeland from foreign intervention. With over 1 million soldiers, the
PAVN showcased a highly committed fighting force, renowned for its ability to

wage a prolonged guerrilla war.

The strategic genius of General Vo Nguyen Giap, coupled with the dedication of
the PAVN soldiers, proved to be formidable attributes. Notable PAVN units, such
as the 308th Division and the 5th Independent Regiment, made significant

contributions during the Tet Offensive and other crucial engagements.

3. Army of the Republic of Vietnam

The Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN),developed in collaboration with U.S.
advisors, aimed to counter the Communist insurgency and protect the
sovereignty of South Vietham. With a complex history influenced by political
turmoil and leadership changes, the ARVN faced numerous challenges

throughout the conflict.

Though often criticized for its effectiveness, the ARVN showcased moments of

valor and determination. Units like the 1st Infantry Division and the Airborne
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Division fought alongside American forces, displaying a willingness to defend

their nation's ideals and independence.

4. North Viethamese Army

The North Vietnamese Army (NVA) played a vital role in supporting the Viet Cong
insurgency and fighting against the American presence. With their extensive
knowledge of the terrain and a meticulous approach to guerrilla warfare, the NVA

proved to be a worthy adversary.

Notable NVA units, including the 325th Division and the 174th Regiment,
infiltrated vital areas of South Vietham during the conflict, causing significant
damage to the opposing forces. Their determination and ability to wage a
protracted war against a superior enemy remain an essential aspect of the

Vietnam War's legacy.

5. Viet Cong

The Viet Cong, also known as the National Liberation Front (NLF),presented a
unique challenge to the foreign forces. Employing guerrilla tactics and blending in
with the local population, the Viet Cong demonstrated the effectiveness of an

unconventional fighting force in a war dominated by technological advancements.

Operating primarily in South Vietnam, the Viet Cong similarly possessed the
support of North Vietnamese supplies and advisors. Their resilience, adaptability,
and dedication to their cause made them a formidable force that influenced the

outcome of the Vietnam War.

The Vietnam War serves as a testament to the bravery and sacrifice

demonstrated by the armies involved. From the heroism of the American troops to



the unwavering determination of the Viethamese soldiers, this conflict showcased

the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

Amidst the horrors and complexities of war, the soldiers of the Vietham War left
an indelible mark on military history. Their stories deserve to be remembered,
commemorated, and acknowledged for the valor they exhibited on the battlefields

of a distant land.
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Philip Katcher provides an overview to the conflict that engulfed Vietham

following the division of the country into two along the 17th Parallel in 1954. The
uniforms and insignia of the US forces, including the army, Special Forces, air
force, navy and marine corps, are dealt with in detail, together with those of the
ARVN, the Allied Forces (such as the Royal Thai Army and Korean troops),and
also the Communist NLF (Viet Cong) and NVA forces. Mike Chappell's colourful

artwork provides plenty of detail to accompany this authoritative text.
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