
Unveiling the Remarkable Connection
between Evangelism, Rural Development, and
the Battle Against Communism
Communism has long been a divisive ideology, shaping nations and communities
around the world. Its rise to prominence throughout the 20th century ignited fierce
battles against the fundamental principles of democracy and individual freedoms.
However, in the midst of these struggles, an unexpected and extraordinary
alliance emerged - the connection between evangelism, rural development, and
the fight against communism.

In this article, we will explore the intertwined relationship between these three
entities and delve into the remarkable ways they have intersected to bring about
profound changes in countries, particularly in rural areas.

The Role of Evangelism in Rural Development

Evangelism, at its core, is the act of spreading religious beliefs and converting
individuals to a particular faith. It has traditionally been associated with spiritual
renewal, but its impact extends far beyond religious realms. As missionaries
ventured out into rural and remote areas, their presence brought about social,
economic, and educational transformations.
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In many parts of the world, especially in underdeveloped regions, evangelism
provided a catalyst for rural development. Missionaries established schools,
hospitals, and orphanages, offering education and healthcare where they were
sorely lacking. These initiatives helped empower local communities and ignited a
spark of progress that transcended traditional boundaries.

Moreover, evangelism played a crucial role in promoting self-sufficiency and
sustainable development. Missionaries introduced modern agricultural practices,
empowering farmers to yield higher crop yields, and guiding communities towards
self-sustenance. By emphasizing the dignity of work and teaching principles of
entrepreneurship, missionaries sparked rural economic growth and prosperity.

Communism's Threat and the Battle for Freedom

Communism, with its central ideology of shared ownership and equal distribution
of resources, appealed to the desperate masses who were disillusioned by
oppressive regimes and stark income inequality. Initially thought to be a utopian
concept, communism soon revealed its inherent flaws and became a breeding
ground for totalitarian regimes and human rights abuses in various parts of the
world.

The spread of communism threatened to dismantle the freedoms brought about
by evangelism and rural development. Its collectivist approach undermined
individual rights, stifled entrepreneurship, and crippled economic progress. As
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communism rose to power, countries struggled to preserve the advancements
made through evangelism and rural development efforts.

Recognizing the imminent dangers posed by communism, evangelists and rural
development organizations rallied together to take a stand. They fought for the
principles of individual liberty, free-market economies, and limited governmental
interference. In doing so, they safeguarded the progress made in education,
healthcare, and economic empowerment.

Evangelism, Rural Development, and the Defeat of Communism

The united front of evangelism and rural development played a crucial role in the
ultimate defeat of communism in various parts of the world. Through their
combined efforts, they successfully dissuaded individuals from falling prey to the
empty promises of a communist regime.

The message of hope, empowerment, and dignity spread through evangelism
resonated with individuals living under the oppressive regimes. Missionaries
provided a beacon of light amidst arduous times, encouraging individuals to stand
up for their rights and fight against tyrannical systems.

Parallelly, rural development initiatives helped create opportunities for economic
growth and provided alternative avenues for individuals to thrive, independent of
communist control. By fostering self-sufficiency and promoting entrepreneurship,
these initiatives eroded the appeal of communism and its narrative of equal
distribution without incentives or rewards for hard work.

The Legacy of Evangelism, Rural Development, and the Battle
Against Communism

As communism began to crumble and societies transitioned towards more
democratic systems, the legacy of evangelism and rural development remained



visible. The initiatives started by missionaries and rural development
organizations paved the way for lasting change. Schools and hospitals continue
to educate and heal, while local economies flourish through sustainable
agricultural practices.

The battle against communism demonstrated the power of collaboration and the
indomitable spirit of individuals fighting for freedom and progress. Evangelism
and rural development, united by a common cause, brought about a
transformation that transcended ideological boundaries.

Today, as we grapple with evolving challenges and societal shifts, the remarkable
connection between evangelism, rural development, and the battle against
communism serves as a reminder of the resilience of human spirit and the power
of collective action.

Through evangelism and rural development, we learn that by championing our
shared values and commitments to building a better world, we can overcome the
most formidable challenges that threaten our freedoms and progress.
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Paul Rusch first traveled from Louisville, Kentucky, to Tokyo in 1925 to help
rebuild YMCA facilities in the wake of the Great Kanto earthquake. What was
planned as a yearlong stay became his life's work as he joined with the Japan
Episcopal Church to promote democracy and Western Christian ideals. Over the
course of his remarkable life, Rusch served as a college professor and Episcopal
missionary, and he was a catalyst for agricultural development, introducing dairy
farming to highland Japan.

In Paul Rusch in Postwar Japan, Andrew T. McDonald and Verlaine Stoner
McDonald present Rusch's life as an epic story that crisscrosses two cultures,
traversing war and peace, destruction and rebirth, private struggle and public
triumph. As World War II approached, Rusch battled racial prejudice against
Japanese Americans, yet also became an apologist for Japan's expansionist
foreign policy. After Pearl Harbor, he was arrested as an enemy alien and
witnessed the Doolittle Raid on Tokyo. Upon his release to the US in 1942, he
joined military intelligence and returned to Japan in that capacity during the US
occupation.

Though Rusch was of modest origins, he deftly climbed social and military
ladders to befriend some of the most intriguing figures of the era, including prime
ministers and members of the Japanese royal family. Though he is perhaps best
remembered for introducing organized American football in Japan, his greatest
legacy is the founding of the Kiyosato Educational Experiment Project (KEEP),a
vehicle for feeding, educating, and uplifting the rural poor of highland Japan.
Today his legacy continues to inspire KEEP in the twenty-first century to promote
peace, cultural exchange, environmental sustainability, and ecological
preservation in Japan and beyond.
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