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Madame Bovary, a masterpiece of French literature written by Gustave Flaubert,

has captivated readers since its publication in 1856. Set in the quaint and
conservative French provinces, the novel delves deep into the intricate web of

provincial manners, shedding light on the hypocrisy and corruption lurking
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beneath the seemingly idyllic surface. In this Oxford World Classics edition,
readers are not only treated to Flaubert's iconic prose but also provided with a
comprehensive analysis of the social context and significance of this remarkable

work.

Provincial Manners: A Closer Look

Flaubert's Madame Bovary offers an extraordinary glimpse into the mundane
world of provincial life, where appearances are valued above all else. Emma
Bovary, the novel's protagonist, is seduced by the allure of a life filled with
passion, wealth, and extravagant luxury. However, the reality of her situation is far

from the romanticized illusion she so desperately seeks.
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Through his meticulous description and analysis of provincial manners, Flaubert
exposes the deeply ingrained moral decay of society. From adultery and financial
scandal to class pretensions and stifled ambitions, the novel highlights the vices

and limitations of an era engulfed in materialism and superficiality. It serves as a
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scathing critique of the shallowness and emptiness that often lie beneath the

surface of seemingly respectable individuals and institutions.

Oxford World Classics: An Essential Companion

The Oxford World Classics edition of Madame Bovary provides readers with an
invaluable guide to understanding the complex themes and social nuances
presented in this seminal work of literature. In addition to the full text of Flaubert's

masterpiece, this edition includes comprehensive annotations, footnotes, and an .

The annotations and footnotes give readers access to detailed explanations of
specific historical references, cultural customs, and linguistic subtleties that may
otherwise be lost in translation. They enhance the reading experience by
providing deeper insights into the characters, plot, and setting, allowing readers

to fully comprehend the significance of each scene and dialogue.

The Significance of Provincial Manners

Madame Bovary's exploration of provincial manners extends beyond the realm of
fiction. By dissecting the surface politeness and conformist behavior prevalent in
society, Flaubert exposes the inherent flaws of a system that prioritizes
appearances over substance. His critique of the bourgeoisie and their relentless
pursuit of social status and conformity remains relevant even in contemporary

times.

Flaubert's unflinching portrayal of Emma Bovary's dissatisfaction with her
provincial life resonates with readers from all walks of life. Through her character,
Flaubert not only captures the frustrations and limitations faced by women of the
time but also invites readers to question their own desires and the pursuit of

happiness within a flawed societal structure.

Join the Journey today!



Experience the scandalous and thought-provoking tale of Madame Bovary's
provincial manners with the Oxford World Classics edition. Immerse yourself in
Flaubert's masterful prose, and let the comprehensive annotations and footnotes

guide you through the intricate web of societal expectations and hidden desires.

Don't miss this opportunity to delve into the scandalous secrets of provincial life
and unravel the complexities of Madame Bovary's world. Grab your copy today
and embark on a journey that will leave you questioning the values and

conventions of your own society!
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'Would this misery go on forever? Was there no escape? And yet she was every

bit as good as all those other women who led happy lives!'

When Emma Rouault marries Charles Bovary she imagines she will pass into the
life of luxury and passion that she reads about in sentimental novels and
women's magazines. But Charles is a dull country doctor, and provincial life is

very different from the romantic excitement for which she yearns. In her quest to
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realize her dreams she takes a lover, and begins a devastating spiral into deceit

and despair.

Flaubert's novel scandalized its readers when it was first published in 1857, and it
remains unsurpassed in its unveiling of character and society. In this new
translation Margaret Mauldon perfectly captures the tone that makes Flaubert's
style so distinct and admired.

ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert s by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further

study, and much more.
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