Unveiling the Secrets of Imperial Japanese
Navy Submarines during 1941-45: New
Vanguard 135

In the tumultuous years between 1941 and 1945, the Imperial Japanese Navy
deployed a formidable fleet of submarines to exert its dominance in the Pacific
theatre of World War Il. These submarines, shrouded in mystery and largely
unknown to the general public, played a critical role in Japan's war efforts. Their
design, capabilities, and strategic influence have been explored in-depth in the
book "Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines 1941-45: New Vanguard 135" by

author and naval historian, Mark Stille.

Unmasking the Iconic Submarines

The Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines during this period were marvels of

engineering and innovation. The New Vanguard 135 book delves into their
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detailed descriptions, revealing the secrets of their construction, armament, and
operating procedures. The vivid illustrations and photographs within the book
bring these once-hidden vessels to life, allowing readers to visualize the

claustrophobic interiors and stern exterior designs.
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The book explores the different submarine classes, from the diminutive Ko-
hyoteki midget submarines to the fearsome [-400-class submarines, which were
the largest submarines ever built during that time. It uncovers the intricate details
of their equipment, including torpedoes, radar systems, sonar, and periscopes,
shedding light on the technological advancements achieved by Japan during this

era.

Strategic Significance

The Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines played a crucial role in shaping the
outcome of the war. They were instrumental in disrupting supply lines, sinking

Allied vessels, and conducting secret reconnaissance missions. These
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submarines were designed to strike fear into the hearts of their enemies and did

so with their stealth and endurance.

New Vanguard 135 explores significant wartime operations carried out by these

submarines. The daring attack on the USS Indianapolis, the first combat patrol of
the 1-400-class submarines, and the deployment of Kaiten suicide torpedoes are

just a few examples of the compelling stories chronicled in this book.

Legacy and Impact

Decades after their use, the Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines continue to
astound naval enthusiasts and historians. The New Vanguard 135 sheds light on
their legacy, examining their impact on subsequent submarine designs and the
lessons learned from their successes and failures. The historical context provided
by the author enables readers to appreciate the strategic decisions made during

this pivotal period in history.
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Moreover, the book also explores the fate of these submarines after the war,

including their surrender and eventual dismantlement. By unraveling their final
moments, the author brings a sense of closure to the readers, allowing a deeper

understanding of this hidden chapter in naval history.

Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines 1941-45: New Vanguard 135 is a must-read
for anyone fascinated by naval history or World War Il. This meticulously

researched and beautifully illustrated book provides an engrossing account of the
submarines that played a critical yet overlooked role in Japan's wartime strategy.
By delving into their design, operations, and legacy, author Mark Stille effectively

renders justice to these majestic vessels.

So, grab a copy of New Vanguard 135 and embark on a thrilling journey to

unearth the fascinating secrets of the Imperial Japanese Navy Submarines of
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1941-45.
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During World War 1l the Imperial Japanese Navy was at the forefront of
submarine technology. It fielded the largest pre-nuclear submarines in the world,
some capable of carrying floatplane bombers, which operated alongside fast
combat vessels and midget submarines, all equipped with the best torpedoes
available. The Japanese submarine fleet should have been an awe-inspiring
force but, despite playing a crucial scouting role and enjoying several notable
successes, it was surprisingly ineffective. Using unique color plates, Mark Stille
describes the astounding technical advances of this range of vessels, and the

wartime tactics responsible for their failure.
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