
Unveiling the Sinister Schemes: How Islamic
State is Rewriting History
Islamic State (IS) has long been recognized as a terrorist organization that has
left a significant impact on the world. However, few are aware of their attempts to
manipulate historical narratives to suit their own agenda. In this eye-opening
article, we delve into the disturbing tactics employed by IS to rewrite history,
shedding light on their dangerous propaganda machine.

Unmasking the Historical Manipulation

IS, also known as ISIS or Daesh, has been notorious for its brutal acts of violence
and terror. However, their agenda extends beyond mere physical warfare; it
encompasses the manipulation of historical records and cultural heritage as a
strategic weapon.

One of the most alarming aspects of IS's historical manipulation is their deliberate
destruction of archaeological sites and ancient artifacts. By eradicating these
remnants of the past, they aim to erase any evidence that contradicts their
distorted interpretation of history.
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The destruction of important historical sites such as the ancient city of Palmyra
and the Mosul Museum in Iraq has not only caused irreparable damage to our
shared cultural heritage but also reveals the lengths to which IS will go to rewrite
history.

The Weaponization of Propaganda

In the digital age, the weaponization of propaganda has become an influential
tool for extremist organizations. IS has been keen on leveraging social media
platforms to disseminate their warped historical narratives.

The use of clickbait titles and catchy headlines has ensured that their propaganda
reaches a wider audience, including vulnerable individuals susceptible to
extremist ideologies. By capitalizing on individuals' lack of historical knowledge,
IS can effectively manipulate public opinion to further their radical agenda.

The Hidden Agendas Behind Rewriting History

So, why is Islamic State so invested in rewriting history? The answer lies in their
desire to establish a lasting legacy and control the narrative surrounding their
actions. By distorting historical events, they aim to project themselves as
liberators, heroes, or even victims, depending on the context.

Additionally, the manipulation of historical records allows IS to justify their actions
by framing them as necessary for the revival of an imagined glorious past. This
distortion serves as recruitment material, attracting individuals who may feel
disconnected from their own cultural heritage and seek a sense of belonging
within IS's twisted ideology.
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Countering the Propaganda Machine

Confronting the historical manipulation deployed by Islamic State requires a
multilateral effort. Governments, academics, and media outlets must work
collectively to ensure that accurate historical information is widely disseminated.

Education plays a crucial role in countering IS propaganda. Incorporating critical
thinking skills, historical literacy, and media literacy into school curricula can
equip future generations with the tools to identify and challenge historical
distortions.

Moreover, media outlets and social media platforms must be proactive in curbing
the spread of IS propaganda. Employing artificial intelligence algorithms to
automatically detect and flag extremist content can help disrupt their narrative-
building efforts.

Preserving History, Fighting Extremism

The battle against Islamic State's rewriting of history is not just about protecting
the past, but also about combating the ideology that fuels their operations. By
exposing the deceptive tactics employed by IS and educating the masses, we
can work towards dismantling their propaganda machine and weakening their
influence.

History should serve as a lesson, a reminder of humanity's triumphs and failures.
Allowing terrorist organizations like IS to rewrite history not only distorts our
understanding of the past but also enables them to perpetuate violence and
hatred into the future.

Let us unite to preserve history, challenge extremist ideologies, and create a
world where the truth prevails over the manipulative narratives of terrorist



organizations like Islamic State.
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This book takes the long-view by analysing Islamic State's beginnings in Iraq to
their involvement in the Arab Spring and through to the present day.

The world is watching IS's advance through the Middle East. The US risks being
drawn into another war in the region despite its experiences in Afghanistan and
Iraq. IS are creating catastrophic waves across the region, but it is still unclear
what lies behind its success.

Michael Griffin uncovers the nature of IS through investigating the myriad of
regional players engaged in a seemingly endless power game: Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Turkey and Iraq, which have all contributed to the success of IS by
supplying arms and funds.

He foregrounds the story of the uprising against President Assad of Syria, the role
played by the Free Syrian Army, Islamist groups, Iran, Hezbollah and Russia, the
chemical weapons attacks in 2013 and the House of Commons vote not to
impose a no-fly zone over the country.
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