
Vietnam War History From Beginning To End

When one thinks of the Vietnam War, images of conflict, turmoil and the heavy toll
it took on the people involved often come to mind. The Vietnam War, also referred
to as the Second Indochina War, was a long and divisive struggle that lasted from
1955 to 1975.
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The Roots of the Conflict

The seeds of the Vietnam War can be traced back to the mid-20th century, when
Vietnam was under French colonial rule. The desire for independence and self-
determination sparked a long-standing fight against foreign occupation. However,
it was the involvement of the United States that escalated the conflict into a full-
scale war.
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The United States' involvement in Vietnam began with the arrival of military
advisors in the 1950s and later escalated with the Gulf of Tonkin Incident. The
incident, which involved an alleged attack on US ships by North Vietnamese
forces, provided a pretext for further American intervention.

From Escalation to Full-Scale War

As the American presence in Vietnam grew, so did the opposition to the war.
Many questioned the motives and justification for US involvement, leading to
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widespread protests both at home and abroad. The anti-war movement became a
defining characteristic of this tumultuous era.

The war itself was fought on multiple fronts, with the US and its allies primarily
battling the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong. The conflict was characterized
by guerrilla warfare, with both sides employing a range of tactics to gain an
advantage.

The Human Cost

The Vietnam War had a devastating impact on the people of Vietnam and those
involved in the fighting. It is estimated that over two million Vietnamese civilians
and soldiers lost their lives during the conflict. In addition, thousands of US
military personnel and soldiers from other allied countries also perished.

The use of chemical weapons, such as Agent Orange, further increased the
suffering and long-term consequences of the war. The effects of these chemicals
on both the environment and the health of individuals continue to be felt to this
day.

End of the War

The Vietnam War finally came to an end in 1975 with the fall of Saigon, the
capital of South Vietnam, to North Vietnamese forces. This marked the
reunification of Vietnam and the end of American involvement in the conflict.
However, the war left a lasting legacy and deeply affected the political, social, and
cultural landscape of the nations involved.

Today, Vietnam is a rapidly developing country that has undergone significant
changes since the war. Despite the painful memories, the Vietnamese people



have shown resilience and have embraced a spirit of reconciliation and
rebuilding.

The Vietnam War is a complex and multifaceted chapter in history that continues
to spark debates and discussions today. It serves as a reminder of the human
cost of war and the importance of seeking peaceful resolutions to conflicts.

By examining the origins, escalation, and consequences of the Vietnam War, we
can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of this conflict and its
enduring impact on those involved. It is a history that should be remembered and
learned from to prevent future tragedies.
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Read On Your Computer, MAC, Smartphone, Kindle Reader, iPad, or Tablet.

The Vietnam War remains one of the most iconic events of the twentieth century.
In the United States, it polarized public opinion and changed foreign policy. It
destroyed the presidency of Lyndon Johnson and was the catalyst for a
massively impactful protest movement. More importantly, in Vietnam, as well as
surrounding areas, it caused untold destruction, death, and suffering.

Inside you will read about...

฀ Vietnam’s Past
฀ Exit the French
฀ The United States and Ngo Dinh Diem
฀ The Resistance War Against America Begins
฀ “Americanization”
฀ The American Home Front
฀ Vietnamization and President Nixon
฀ The End of the Vietnam War and Its Aftermath

Millions of Vietnamese and Cambodian people were killed, and many—including
Americans—remain missing. Its origins lie in Europe’s colonial conquests, and its
legacies endure to this day. Read this comprehensive, concise history of the
Vietnam War.
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