
Visible Insects and Mold Damage Due to
Increased Rainfalls and Warmer Winters
With climate change becoming a prominent global issue, the effects of increased
rainfalls and warmer winters are being felt across various ecosystems. While the
impact on flora and fauna is undeniable, one striking consequence is the visible
rise in insect populations and the subsequent damage caused by mold.

The Connection Between Climate Change and Insect Populations

Insects play a vital role in our ecosystem, serving as pollinators, decomposers,
and a significant food source for other organisms. However, with changing
climate patterns, their populations are experiencing a significant boost. Warmer
winters allow these critters to survive and thrive where they previously struggled.

Increased rainfalls also contribute to the upsurge in insect numbers. Moisture-rich
environments provide ideal breeding grounds for many insect species.
Consequently, their populations skyrocket as reproductive cycles become more
favorable.
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Furthermore, rising temperatures have led to the expansion of insect territories.
Species that were once restricted to specific geographical areas are now found in
new regions, leading to competition for resources and potential ecological
imbalances.

Mold Damage: A Side Effect of Climate Change

Mold is a type of fungus that thrives in damp and humid conditions. The
combination of increased rainfalls and warmer winters creates an ideal
environment for mold growth. Not only does this pose risks to human health, but it
also leads to substantial damage in various settings.

In homes, excess moisture caused by heavy rainfalls can seep into walls,
ceilings, and floors, encouraging mold growth. The presence of mold not only
weakens the structural integrity of the building but also contributes to poor indoor
air quality, potentially causing respiratory issues and allergies.

In agriculture, mold infestations on crops can lead to significant losses. With more
rain and warmer temperatures, crops become more susceptible to mold growth,
affecting yield and quality. Farmers are facing increased challenges in protecting
their harvests from mold-related damage.

Preventing and Mitigating the Damage

Given the negative impact of increased rainfalls and warmer winters on insect
populations and mold growth, efforts to prevent and mitigate the damage are
crucial.
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For insect control, integrated pest management practices should be employed.
This approach focuses on reducing reliance on chemical insecticides and instead
promotes eco-friendly methods. Implementing biological controls, such as
beneficial insects that prey on pests, can help maintain insect populations at
manageable levels.

To combat mold growth, proper ventilation and dehumidification are essential.
Ensuring adequate airflow and managing moisture levels can significantly reduce
the risk of mold infestations. Promptly addressing water leaks and employing
mold-resistant construction materials are crucial steps in preventing mold
damage in buildings.

As climate change continues to alter our environment, the visible effects on insect
populations and mold damage are becoming increasingly apparent. Increased
rainfalls and warmer winters create favorable conditions for insects to thrive and
mold to grow. The consequences, such as ecological imbalances, property
damage, and health risks, highlight the urgent need for proactive measures to
mitigate these impacts.
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Attics are used for storing and are often rarely checked. The result is that you
don’t have much feeling with the state of things. So it was only after months of
heavy rain and a particular warm fall that small piles of sawdust were observed. A
sure sign of borer beetles.

Mold was not present on the barn's attic when we bought the property in 2014.
The extent of stored furniture, carpets, bags with clothes, duvets and garden
cushions has subsequently hidden and probably amplified the growth of fungus.
So limiting stored items should partly promote improved ventilation and partly
make space for the control of borer beetles and mold.

The book describes in photos, methods for controlling borer beetles and mold /
fungusm based on recommendations from professionals in recent times and from
older practices.

Climate change creates new risks for our buildings. You can do a lot yourself to
treat and prevent an infestation. With simple tools, roof construction bracing and
various protective treatments.

The book concludes with an appendix on the outdoor facilities corresponding to
the project "Reconstruction and operation of Gedser Wind Turbine". Photos from
the Turbine-area illustrate why DMI (the Danish Meteorological Institute) has
introduced a new climate normal."The new climate normal stands for the period
1991-2020 has thus, on average over an entire year, become 1.0 degree warmer
and 47 mm wetter than the climate normal for the period 1961-1990. “
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Warmer and wetter weather means perfect conditions indoor for wood borer
beetles as well as for fungus..
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