
When The Cousins Came: A Heartwarming
Tale of Family Reunion
Have you ever experienced the excitement of reuniting with family members you
haven't seen in years? If so, then you'll relate to the delightful children's book,
"When The Cousins Came," written and illustrated by Katie Yamasaki.

In this enchanting story, Yamasaki beautifully captures the joy, chaos, and love
that comes with a family reunion. With vivid illustrations and a heartwarming
narrative, this book is sure to become a favorite among children and adults alike.

The story begins with young Maya eagerly awaiting the arrival of her cousins from
far away. She can hardly contain her excitement as she imagines all the fun they
will have together. The anticipation builds as the cousins finally arrive, and Maya's
home is filled with laughter, hugs, and the delightful chaos that only family
gatherings can bring.
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Yamasaki's illustrations are vibrant and expressive, perfectly capturing each
character's unique personality. From the calm and wise grandma to the
mischievous little cousin, each family member is brought to life in delightful detail.
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The illustrations also showcase the beauty of multiculturalism, as the cousins
come from diverse backgrounds, representing different cultures and traditions.

As the story unfolds, Maya and her cousins embark on a whirlwind of adventures.
From exploring the neighborhood to playing in the park, baking cookies, and
performing impromptu dance parties, the cousins create lasting memories
together. Through their interactions, Yamasaki subtly explores themes of
friendship, acceptance, and the importance of embracing our differences.

However, the book also touchingly addresses the challenges that can arise when
different personalities come together. Maya and her cousins learn the value of
compromise, communication, and understanding as they navigate occasional
disagreements and conflicts. Through heartwarming moments of forgiveness and
cooperation, the essence of family shines through.

When The Cousins Came not only celebrates family connections but also
advocates for the power of storytelling and art in bringing people together.
Yamasaki's beautiful illustrations are not only visually stunning but also serve as a
medium to bridge gaps and foster understanding. The book showcases the
universality of emotions and experiences, reminding us of the innate human need
for connection and belonging.

With its engaging storyline and relatable characters, "When The Cousins Came"
is a must-read for children and families. Whether reading alone or together, the
book provides a wonderful opportunity for discussion about family, diversity, and
the importance of cherishing our loved ones.

The beauty of Yamasaki's work lies in its ability to inspire empathy and encourage
readers to embrace differences with openness and acceptance. It serves as a
gentle reminder that family comes in all shapes, sizes, and backgrounds.



So, pick up a copy of "When The Cousins Came" and embark on a heartwarming
journey that celebrates the power of family and the beauty of diversity. Immerse
yourself in Katie Yamasaki's enchanting illustrations and let this book remind you
of the joy that reunions and shared moments can bring.

This enchanting tale is perfect for readers of all ages, as it reminds us that no
matter where we come from, we all share a common thread of love and
connection.
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A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the Year!

A multicultural family story that celebrates kindness and differences

Lila is excited for her cousins Takeo and Rosie to visit. They're going to ride
bikes, paint, and camp together! But when the cousins arrive, everything's wrong:
Rosie and Takeo are better painters than Lila, have skateboards instead of bikes,
and don't want to camp outside.

Lila is terribly disappointed until the cousins make her a surprise: a big banner for
their "best cousin" Lila!
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Inspired by the author's own large, diverse family, When the Cousins Came is a
sensitive story about insecurity, hosting, and friendship. Katie Yamasaki's tale,
paired with bright mixed-media art, reminds children that negative thoughts and
anxiety over exclusion don't always translate to reality, and that even when plans
go wrong you can still have a good time together.
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