
When Urban Myths Destroy Rural Drainage:
The Alarming Impact of Misinformation

Urban myths and legends often circulate online, weaving a web of misinformation
that can have dire consequences beyond urban areas. Our focus here is on the
detrimental effect of these myths on rural drainage systems and how they
endanger the livelihood of rural communities. Prepare to be shocked as we
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debunk common myths and shed light on the urgent need for accurate
information.

Myth #1: Drainage Systems are Immune to Urbanization

One common urban myth is that drainage systems in rural areas are resilient and
unaffected by urbanization or the of impermeable surfaces. The truth is quite the
opposite. As cities expand, highways are built, and housing complexes sprout up,
the increased impervious surfaces disrupt natural water flow. The resulting
overburdened drainage systems in rural areas struggle to cope with excess
runoff, leading to severe flooding and property damage.
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Myth #2: Drainage Systems Can Handle Any Amount of Rainfall

An urban legend that often floats around is the notion that drainage systems have
an unlimited capacity to handle rainfall. However, rural drainage systems are
designed based on historical rainfall patterns and projections. Climate change
and unpredictable weather patterns strain these systems beyond their capacity.

FREE

http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvWmtUTWNpUjh0UVBBdVFLY29Sa0wwenZ6Y1BzR0NpZXBGcVJBbSs5dStcL0ZkWXM0SStBNlY2eFUweFwvTlEyemdtNVhJWWI5SXdQSE5LVGd1MHJQWkE3a3FuMUlYWEFHb2JST213QVVlOEtUbXlcL2NMdXlqc0ZUUjE3bmlMNFlPVkFxZzZGYXQyXC91b0ladG9FR2RvaTFRU2h0VmhKVVRZVjBGRHZqN3VoVWZ4SjBhWU9MXC9WVUJLbXpPQVMrOEtuUSIsIml2IjoiN2RhMTA0NjdhMDE2M2UxNmIwYTc4N2Q1NWQyYzY1OTUiLCJzIjoiOTUyZDQyYjQ0ZjQ3NGVkYSJ9
http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvN1VENHlrUHZOYndvNmhNc1RNODI1NkpjbitBd1pjWWxWdDBXd0VYV3BUZFROV3ZLYU5BUFFUTmZHWVpvVVpsZjkzOUduWmVEdG9rRVdQdW5BcHRhZUF1VDNsWUluWUI3U3lmYlIxcW0ydnY2bTBqNzdTQkYrckE5ZzdQbFwvMEtCTm0wcGtUYzdQTUhFYXRHWlJyWHdsbU5saWYyN2w2UzFHY0gxYjlcLzY1YWtlbUNGeTEzMUtONGRcL0lUUjF2MmwiLCJpdiI6IjI5ZTU3NjllZTljYWRjOWZhYTg1NTdlZGRkMGY5MjIzIiwicyI6IjQ5MDUwZDZjNzUxNzMyMzAifQ%3D%3D
http://literaturelore.com/download-ebook.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlZ6TXBqZVJxUDFjVGRjNDhDQ2xRRlcwRUppcFhleWlib0hnS2FZNFRtbG5Kc0JiKys2RVdMb3dSZXpvbldMU0QzQjNkYnR3QnJjR3EyVmdZcnZYZTdyaWRCN0M0SlprYmNcL08yUVF5ZnFvMkhRSjlkZnFWREphbXNsXC9QVDlMTkh4NitJQ2o4NFR2ZG5tZ0pqUU5QRmxcL21RUjRzXC9yOGtLNTE0cE44aFZpOTJMcHU3WjhWaHk2OUl2bElZRWNrQ1oiLCJpdiI6IjYyM2QyMTA5NmFhNGEyYTE2OTg4N2Y2YWFkODliMTI5IiwicyI6IjY0ZjU0MGQ4ZTc0MjU0OGMifQ%3D%3D


The consequences include widespread flooding, erosion, and contaminated water
sources, which harm both people and the environment.

Myth #3: Rural Drainage Systems are Low Priority

It is often mistakenly assumed that rural drainage systems are of lesser
importance compared to urban counterparts. This belief contributes to the lack of
attention and funding rural drainage projects receive. In reality, rural areas are the
backbone of our agricultural industry and provide vital food supplies. Neglecting
their drainage needs puts lives and livelihoods at risk. By debunking this myth, we
aim to ignite a sense of urgency in addressing these issues.

Myth #4: Agricultural Practices Have No Impact on Drainage
Systems

Another misconception that needs debunking is the idea that agricultural
practices have no influence on rural drainage systems. Excessive use of
fertilizers and pesticides, as well as ineffective water management techniques,
can contaminate water bodies and clog drainage systems. These practices can
lead to the depletion of groundwater reserves, compromising agriculture and
jeopardizing rural communities' survival.

Myth #5: Urban Areas and Rural Drainage Systems are Independent

Contrary to popular belief, the health of urban areas and rural drainage systems
is intricately connected. While urban myths may focus on the damage caused by
urbanization on rural drainage, it's essential to remember that urban areas also
rely on rural regions for essential resources. By safeguarding rural drainage
systems, we can mitigate the risk of water scarcity, pollution, and economic
disruption in both rural and urban areas.

The Urgent Need for Action



As urban myths surrounding rural drainage systems persist, the urgency to
address the issue grows. It is crucial to spread accurate information, educate
communities, and invest in sustainable drainage infrastructure. By doing so, we
can safeguard the well-being of rural communities, ensure food security, and
preserve our natural environment.

The impact of urban myths on rural drainage systems is devastating and often
overlooked. To combat the crisis at hand, we need to challenge these myths,
educate the public, and prioritize funding for rural drainage projects. By
understanding the interdependence between urban and rural areas, we can
create a harmonious environment where both thrive. It's time to dispel these
myths and take action for a sustainable future.
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Drowning a County: When Urban Myths Destroy Rural Drainage links myths
created by the Virginia Department of Transportation with Mathews County
highway drainage failures that are flooding private property, destroying timber
crops, damaging roads and endangering the health of residents and of the
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Chesapeake Bay. Budget constraints decades ago led to reduced ditch
maintenance, and VDOT-created myths perpetuated the inadequate attention to
essential drainage features. Working from an urban stormwater management
perspective, VDOT officials without an understanding of rural watersheds inside
the Chesapeake Bay Impact Crater consistently failed to follow VDOT’s own
maintenance manuals.

Mathews, a rural peninsula with the same population as in 1910, has preserved
much of its pre-development hydrology. Its open network of grass-lined roadside
ditches used to offer an efficient system of biofiltration and transport of fresh
rainfall and adequate sediment through outfall ditches to sustain the County’s
extensive tidal marshes and to bring oxygenated water to the county's creeks,
rivers and bays.

Drowning a County reveals the origin of the VDOT-myths and offers facts about
drainage, sea level rise and elevation in the county, countering incorrect reports
with details from sources such as the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, the
U.S. Geological Survey and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Information from the Centers for Disease Control shows the risks
of mosquito-borne disease, and other material explores the risks of toxic
cyanobacteria in the ditches. Drowning a County includes still-valid
recommendations from a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers report in 1960 and those
of a private engineering company hired by the County in 1980, and it discusses
the breach in the Winter Harbor barrier beach and its possible restoration.
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