Why Democratic Societies Must Respond To
The Redesigned Human Of The Future

As technological advancements continue to reshape the world we live in, it is
becoming increasingly important for democratic societies to adapt and respond to

the challenges posed by the redesigned human of the future.

With rapid developments in fields such as biotechnology, artificial intelligence,
and gene editing, humans are on the verge of transforming themselves in ways
never before imagined. This redesigning process involves enhancing cognitive

abilities, extending lifespan, and even altering genetic traits.

While the potential benefits of such advancements are numerous, they also raise
critical ethical, social, and political questions that democratic societies need to
address. The principles and foundations upon which democracy is built must be
reconsidered to ensure that the redesigned human of the future is integrated into

society in a fair and just manner.
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The Ethical Implications of Redesigning the Human

One of the key ethical concerns that arises from the redesigned human is the
notion of inequality. As technological enhancements become available, there is a
risk that only a select few will have access to them, creating a divided society

based on genetic advantages.

Democratic societies must actively work towards preventing such inequalities and
ensuring that access to these advancements is available to all members of
society. This requires implementing regulations and policies that prioritize equity
and fairness, while also considering the potential risks and unintended

consequences associated with these technologies.

Furthermore, the redesigning of humans also raises questions surrounding
identity and autonomy. As individuals are given the ability to alter their genetic
makeup or enhance their cognitive abilities, it becomes necessary to redefine
what it means to be human and how our societal structures accommodate these

changes.

Democratic societies must engage in open and inclusive discussions, involving
scientists, ethicists, policymakers, and the general public, to establish guidelines
and boundaries for the acceptable forms of redesigning. This ensures that
individual autonomy is respected while maintaining a collective sense of identity

and shared values.

Social and Political Challenges

The redesigned human of the future also presents numerous social and political
challenges that democratic societies must address. As traditional notions of work,
education, and healthcare are transformed, policies need to be developed to

adapt to these changes.



For example, if individuals are able to enhance their cognitive abilities or extend

their lifespan through technology, it may disrupt existing labor markets and create
inequalities in the workforce. Democratic societies need to re-evaluate education
systems to ensure that individuals are equipped with the necessary skills to thrive

in this new landscape.

Similarly, healthcare systems must be reimagined to accommodate the potential
demands and needs of a redesigned human population. This includes providing
access to medical interventions and ensuring that healthcare resources are

allocated in an equitable and efficient manner.

The Role of Democracy

Democracy, with its emphasis on equality, freedom, and individual rights, provides
a foundation upon which these challenges can be addressed. Democratic
societies must use their collective wisdom and collaborative spirit to navigate

through this technological revolution.

Open dialogue and informed decision-making can help shape policies and
regulations that respond to the needs of the redesigned human while
safeguarding the principles of democracy. The inclusive nature of democratic
societies allows for diverse perspectives to be considered, enabling fair

representation and accountability.

Furthermore, democratic societies must encourage interdisciplinary collaboration
between scientific and societal domains. By promoting cooperation between
experts in various fields, we can ensure that the societal implications of

technological advancements are fully understood and taken into account.

The future is rapidly approaching, and democratic societies must be proactive in

their response to the redesigned human. Ethical considerations, social



challenges, and the role of democracy are all critical components in shaping a

society that is both advanced and inclusive.

By prioritizing fairness, inclusivity, and the well-being of all citizens, democratic
societies can embrace the opportunities presented by technological

advancements while minimizing the risks and possible inequalities.

The redesigned human of the future offers great promise, but it is the

responsibility of democratic societies to ensure that this vision becomes a reality

for all.
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A provocative work by medical ethicist James Hughes, Citizen Cyborg argues
that technologies pushing the boundaries of humanness can radically improve
our quality of life if they are controlled democratically. Hughes challenges both the
technophobia of Leon Kass and Francis Fukuyama and the unchecked
enthusiasm of others for limitless human enhancement. He argues instead for a
third way, "democratic transhumanism," by asking the question destined to
become a fundamental issue of the twenty-first century: How can we use new

cybernetic and biomedical technologies to make life better for everyone? These
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technologies hold great promise, but they also pose profound challenges to our
health, our culture, and our liberal democratic political system. By allowing
humans to become more than human - "posthuman" or "transhuman" - the new
technologies will require new answers for the enduring issues of liberty and the
common good. What limits should we place on the freedom of people to control
their own bodies? Who should own genes and other living things? Which
technologies should be mandatory, which voluntary, and which forbidden? For
answers to these challenges, Citizen Cyborg proposes a radical return to a faith

in the resilience of our democratic institutions.
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