
Zion In Africa: The Jews Of Zambia - An
Enchanting Tale
When one thinks of African nations and their diverse cultures, the Jewish
community may not readily come to mind. However, nestled within the vibrant
landscape of Zambia, lays a surprising piece of history - the extraordinary story of
the Jews of Zambia.

Zambia, located in southern Africa, is not only renowned for its magnificent
wildlife and breathtaking landscapes but also for its small yet resilient Jewish
community that has contributed immensely to the nation's history and
development.

The history of Jewish settlement in Zambia dates back to the late 19th century,
during the time of European exploration and colonialism. It was around this period
that a small number of Jewish traders and explorers arrived in the country,
seeking new opportunities and adventure.
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As the Jewish population expanded, a sense of community started to form.
Jewish immigrants began to establish synagogues, schools, and various social
organizations, making significant contributions to both the Jewish community and
wider Zambian society.

One of the most emblematic institutions established by the Jews of Zambia was
the "Hebrew National School" in the capital city of Lusaka. This school not only
provided education to Jewish children but also offered scholarships to
underprivileged local pupils, promoting harmony and fostering understanding
between different cultures.

Over the years, the Jews of Zambia have thrived and integrated into Zambian
society, while proudly preserving their distinct cultural heritage. Despite their
relatively small numbers, their impact on the nation is far-reaching.

Zambian Jews have distinguished themselves in a wide range of fields, including
business, politics, medicine, and the arts. Many Jewish Zambians have held
prominent positions in government, contributing to the socio-economic and
political development of the country.

The late Aaron S. Tembo, a Jewish Zambian businessman, was a renowned
philanthropist and an influential figure in the Zambian diamond industry. His
contributions to charitable causes and his commitment to community
development continue to inspire generations.

Similarly, Esther Nkhuwa, a Jewish Zambian politician, became the first woman to
hold the position of Vice President in the country's history. Her dedication to
public service and her tireless advocacy for women's empowerment have left an
indelible mark on the political landscape of Zambia.



The Jews of Zambia have also played a significant role in the nation's cultural
scene. Many Jewish artists and musicians have showcased their talents, blending
traditional Jewish melodies with local rhythms to create a unique fusion of sounds
that resonates with both Jewish and Zambian communities.

One notable name is Rebecca Mwape, a Jewish Zambian singer-songwriter, who
has captivated audiences around the world with her soulful voice and heartfelt
lyrics. Her ability to bridge cultural divides through music has made her a symbol
of unity and harmony.

However, the story of the Jews of Zambia extends beyond their accomplishments
in various fields. It is a tale of resilience, a celebration of diversity, and a
testament to the power of coexistence.

Despite facing challenges and occasional adversity, the Jews of Zambia have
always found strength in their community and in their shared values. This unity
has been key to their adaptability and their ability to preserve their Jewish identity
while embracing the Zambian way of life.

From celebrating Jewish holidays to engaging in interfaith dialogue, the Jews of
Zambia have seamlessly woven their traditions into the fabric of Zambian society,
enriching the nation's cultural tapestry.

Today, the Jewish community in Zambia continues to thrive, with synagogues
hosting lively services, cultural events promoting cross-cultural understanding,
and educational institutions nurturing the next generation of leaders.

The enchanting tale of the Jews of Zambia serves as a reminder that history is
not always confined to the pages of textbooks, but can be found in the living
stories of the people who shape a nation.



As you explore the magnificent landscapes of Zambia and witness its flourishing
wildlife, take a moment to immerse yourself in the captivating history and vibrant
culture of the Jews of Zambia. Their story will undoubtedly leave a lasting
impression and remind us of Africa's incredible diversity.
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This work represents the definitive account of the Jewish community in central
Africa. It tells the story of the coming of the first Jews to the area in the late 19th
century, the heyday of the Jewish community in the mid-20th century, and its
decline since Zambian independence. Dealing primarily with the Jewish traders in
Zambia who flourished in the face of both anti-semitism and their own acute
social dislocation, Macmillan explores a number of interrelated topics: the colonial
office discussions about Jewish immigration in the 1930s, the attempts to settle
refugees in Africa by both pro-and anti-semites, Jewish religious life in the region,
and the remarkable cultural and professional role played by the Jewish settlers.
Setting these issues in the context of a general history of southern and central
Africa, this book constitutes a major contribution to our understanding of the
economic history of the entire region. It will be of interest to both historians of
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Africa and anyone concerned with economic development, identity and immigrant
communities.
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